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e proudly present our Official WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Afghanistan and Iraq Veterans Military 
Watches to honor your service to our Country. The unique watch dial is a replica of your War Medal and is a 
powerful reminder of the bravery and sacrifice made by so many during these historic conflicts. 




As a final touch of exclusivity, your watch Jft^^ 
caseback will be engraved with your initials, jB^^H 
years of service and Post Number. ^ttoflpr 

Priced at just $1 25* payable in two convenient, interest-free monthly 
installments of $62.50* each. See order form for details. Your 
satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return your watch within 30 days 
Jt, both decorated with 24 karat gold. ^i^^^,^ Bf — replacement or refund— no questions asked. So, order yours today! 
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with a hand-enameled War Service Ribbon above the War 
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within seconds per month, water-resistant case and adjustable 
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'Identity Crisis' 

Alan Dowd touts the 
idea of the congressional 
district method (CDM) as 
a "fair compromise" 
between our winner- 
take-all Electoral College 
system and an equally 
controversial national 
popular vote for 
president (June). Actually, 

despite the imperfection of the Electoral College, this historical method is far 
superior to the one Dowd proposes. 

Under CDM, a state's electoral votes would be assigned based on the 
winner in each of a state's congressional districts, with the statewide 
popular-vote winner receiving the two electoral votes for that state's 
U.S. senators. The only problem with this is that many states have politically 
gerrymandered those districts, which may result in one presidential 
candidate receiving a majority of the state's electoral votes despite losing 
the statewide popular vote. 

The only way CDM could work is if congressional districts were drawn by a 
nonpartisan body, thus most appropriately reflecting the will of the people. 
Until that happens, our current system is the best means to voice a state's will in 
the election of our president. 

- Douglas A. Long, Harrisburg, Pa. 



The uproar in 2000 over 
George W. Bush's "razor-thin" 
majority in Florida documented 
several serious deficiencies in 
our body politic, among them 
the American people's rampant 
confusion as to the proper role 
of the federal government, the 
eagerness of certain candidates 
to do anything to win office, 
and the near-total ignorance of 
the citizenry with regard to our 
Constitution and the Electoral 
College it established. 

For most Americans, univer- 
sal suffrage and the principle of 
"one man, one vote" are so 
manifestly just that they cannot 
even conceive of alternative 
approaches. But the Founding 
Fathers could and did. If we 
want to preserve the marvelous 
system they established, we'd 
better figure out how to explain 
its virtues to citizens. 

-F.R. Duplantier, St. Louis 

The United States is not a 
democracy and never was. We 
are a republic, just as it says in 



the Pledge of Allegiance. Folks 
need to understand what might 
happen under the "tyranny of 
the majority" and leave the 
current system alone. The states 
remain sovereign, as was the 
intent of the Federalist system. 

- Bob Maguire, East Syracuse, N.Y. 

The Electoral College is 
arcane, anachronistic and has 
served its purpose. In the 
world's greatest democratic 
republic, the people should 
directly elect their national 
head of state. 

-John hi. Thompson, Ogden, Utah 

Thank you for this article. It 
brings to light the terrible 
changes being pushed by the 
National Popular Vote (NPV) 
plan. A democracy is two 
wolves and one sheep deciding 
what to have for dinner. The 
fact that we are a republic 
protects the sheep from the 
wolves. Let's keep our republic, 
and the Electoral College. 

-James McCabe, St. Louis 
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I don't favor either the 
Electoral College or NPV. 
Consistent with my definition 
of democracy is a constitutional 
amendment eliminating the 
college and providing for a 
national popular election. As 
the article points out, four of 
our presidents lost the popular 
vote. After two and a quarter 
centuries under our Constitution, 
we should be ready for a true 
democracy. 

- Bill D. Burlison, Wordell, Mo. 

'The Wave' 

When Ken Olsen asked Sens. 
Jeff Miller and Patty Murray 
what can be done to relieve the 
pressure on VA benefits-claims 
processors and reverse the 
backlog (June), they both went 
into full political-speak mode. 
Miller says the VA system's size 
prevents Secretary Eric Shinseki 
from achieving his goals. Murray 
says that VA is trying to put 
better processes in place. Neither 
of them mentioned the "A" word: 
accountability. 

If re-elected. President Obama 
needs to tell Shinseki to cut the 
backlog in half by the end of the 
year, and to do it without hiring 
extra people or having them 
work overtime, or he can resign. 
Shinseki should do the same 
with his regional administrators. 

If the administrators start 
holding department heads 
accountable, and they do the 
same with their people, perhaps 
the backlog will shrink. If they 
say they can't, transfer or fire 
them. I'm sure they can find 
returning veterans willing to fill 
the vacancies. 

- Frank Rooker, New Albany, Miss. 



'The March of a New Time' 

Laura Edwards' article about 
the Legion's role in the evolution 
of today's drum and bugle corps 
really touched my heart (June). 
As a young girl, I was fortunate 
to march in corps with Legion 
sponsors in southern New Jersey. 
Pre-DCI drum corps gave every 
kid a chance to be part of 
something big, learn a musical 
instrument, and gain some 
discipline along with lifelong 
friendships. Dues were cheap 
and if you could not pay, they 
still let you stay. 

I still have friends I made as a 
young girl, and in later years 
marching in an alumni corps. 
The marching and maneuvering 
I learned served me well when I 
arrived at Parris Island, S.C., in 
1975, and my experience as a 
bugler allowed me to provide 
appropriate honors for many 
fallen Marines during my career. 
I will be forever grateful for my 
drum and bugle corps years, 
which taught me patriotism, 
discipline, pride, camaraderie 
and a love of good music. 

- Patricia Orsini, Washington 

It was fun to remember our 
local corps. Ira Lou Spring Post 
149 was formidable. Our area 
had eight to 10 Legion, fire 
department and fraternal lodge 
corps from the 1950s to the 
1970s. My lady plays trumpet 
with Post 264's Band of 
the Tonawandas. 

- Flip Yates, Lakewood, N.Y. 

Keystone XL pipeline 

Regarding the debate over 
approving this project (Big 
Issues, June), it would have been 



nice if Rep. Bobby Rush had 
been as concerned about his 
Democratic colleagues ramming 
through an overhaul of our 
national health-care system 
without necessary review and 
oversight. As then-House Speak- 
er Nancy Pelosi said at the time, 
they had to pass the legislation 
so we could see what was in it. 

- Dan Krudop, Deerfield, III. 

Sen. John Hoeven fails to 
mention that House Republicans 
defeated an attempt by Demo- 
crats to require that the pipeline 
be built with U.S.-made materi- 
als, built with U.S. labor, and 
that any oil piped through it be 
sold in the United States. All his 
talk of job creation and reducing 
our dependence on foreign oil is 
just more political propaganda. 

- Tom Geronimo, Grand Island, Neb. 

Considering the fact that the 
United States produces more 
than 9.5 million barrels of oil a 
day by CIA statistics, I would 
suggest that the Republicans are 
engaging in political gamesman- 
ship when criticizing the Obama 
administration for not approving 
the pipeline. There is no reason 
to rush into a project that could 
cause serious pollution when 
there is no dire need for oil. 

- Richard J. Mundy, Las Vegas 

Editor's note: American Legion 
High School Oratorical Contest 
runner-up Charles Baines was 
sponsored by Post 127 in Eagle, 
Idaho (Rapid Fire, June). 
A photo in the Table of Contents 
(July) mistakenly identified Staff 
Sgt. Thomas Thornhill as Staff 
Sgt. Steven Ealey. 
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Revised Stolen Valor Act would stand up 

When Timothy Michael Poe appeared on the reality TV series "Ameri- 
ca's Got Talent/' he had an inspirational story to match his singing 
ability. Claiming he'd been hit in the head by a rocket-propelled grenade 
while serving as an infantryman in Afghanistan, Poe had overcome his 
resulting speech impediment by singing in the shower. Throughout the 
televised competition, he wanted to demonstrate before sympathetic fans 
that any disability could be overcome with hard work. 

It was a moving and emotional story. It was also a complete lie. 

Poe had in fact served in Afghanistan for 32 days before leaving for 
medical reasons. He had been a driver, not an infantryman, and his 
injury resulted from falling off a truck, not from an RPG attack. The 
photographs he used to document his service in Afghanistan were of a 
different soldier altogether. 

Predictably, the men who served with Poe in the 114th Transportation 
Company - and the man whose pictures Poe was using to buttress his 
story - were not happy. They contacted The American Legion to dig a 
little deeper into Poe's background. His was a case of stolen valor, plain 
and simple, with the clear objective of profiting from it. 

Until June 28, the Supreme Court had never held that intentional false 
statements of fact are worthy of constitutional protection. The Legion 
still recognizes the harm caused to those with honorable military 
service by fraudsters who lie about their military achievements, as Poe 
did on "America's Got Talent." 

That is also why Congress passed the original Stolen Valor Act, which 
illegalized the making of false military-service claims. Opponents 
wrongly described the act as a slippery slope toward outlawing 
barroom boasts. Instead, it simply recognized congressional authority 
under the Constitution to safeguard and protect the reputation and 
meaning of military decorations and medals. A new version, introduced 
in 2011 in the form of H.R. 1775, focuses on the harm caused by fraud 
rather than the diminishment of awards for military achievement. 

Prior to the U.S. Supreme Court's 4-2-3 plurality ruling to overturn the 
Stolen Valor Act, one circuit court held that "false statements of fact do 
not enjoy constitutional protection, except to the extent necessary to 
protect more valuable speech. Under this principle, the Stolen Valor Act 
does not impinge on or chill protected speech, and therefore does not 
offend the First Amendment." The nation's highest court saw it differ- 
ently this time, but left the door open to a "less burdensome" remedy to 
the problem of phonies trying to profit from false claims of service. 

That remedy is the more narrowly tailored 2011 version of the Stolen 
Valor Act. There have always been limitations to free speech. The law 
properly prohibits deceptive advertising, fraud, impersonating a police 
officer, perjury and defamation. Lying to the public about military 
service to fulfill personal ambitions should be included on such a list. 

Individuals who lie about military honors to gain tangible benefits 
should be punished not only because their untruths undermine the 
importance of military achievements, but also because harm can be 
done when someone is elected or gets a big record deal, a better job or 
public support on the basis of a lie. 
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National Commander 
Fang A. Wong 

MEMORANDA 

CONVENTION EVENTS 

The American Legion's 94th 
National Convention is Aug. 24-30 
in Indianapolis, the crossroads of 
America and home of the Legion's 
National Headquarters. 

Discounted tickets are still 
available for the Indianapolis 
Indians baseball game Aug. 24, 
as well as for the Indiana Fever 
WNBA game Aug. 28. 

Debuting this year is the 
American Legion Riders Expo 

at Stout Army Air Field, following 
the National Commander's Ride. 
^ www.legion.org/riders 

The Department of Indiana is 
hosting a party at American 
Legion Mall throughout the day of 
the National Convention Parade, 
Aug. 26. The parade is one of the 
convention's major events - along 
with the Color Guard and Band 
contests, the Patriotic Memorial 
Service and others. These events, 
as well as gavel-to-gavel 
convention coverage, will be 
streamed live. 

^ www.legion.org/legiontv 

Other convention programs 
include the Hiring our Heroes 
Transition & Benefits Career Fair 
and a Business Development 
Workshop. Watch the website for 
more information. 
^ www.legion.org/convention 




of Use, 
of Mind. 




Veterans'' 
Discount 
Available 




Be able to bathe 
safely and worry-free 
with a Premier Care in 
Bathing Walk-In Bath. 

Independence and security are only a phone 
call away. If you or a loved one struggle 
taking a bath, contact us at Premier Care in 
Bathing about our extensive range of walk- 
in baths. 

• Enjoy a relaxing bath again without the 
fear of slipping or falling. 

• The walk-in door feature allows 
easy access and exiting. 

• HydroVeseent warm air jets 

, ' ^ Therapy , , . 

soothe away your aches and pains. 

• Our full service team can do most any install, 
and in most cases in just one-two days. 



ffl^ Yes! Please send me a FREE COLOR BROCHURE 
about Premier Care Walk-In Baths. 

Name 



4431 



Telephone (Required for Processing) ( ) 


Email 


Address 


City 


State Zip 



Proudly made 
in the USA 





Send to: Premier Care in Bathing, 2330 South Nova Rd., 
South Daytona, Florida 321 19 



Financing by 

GE Money 




remier Care 



CALL NOW . TOLL FREE 

800-313-1694 



In Bathing 



Tested. Trusted. Recommended. 



PROMO CODE 4431 

www.GoToPremierBath.com 



BIG ISSUES 



Make cuts to freeze student loan rates 




SUPPORT 



Sen. Lamar Alexander, 
R-Tenn. 

■ Alexander is a member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. 




OPPOSE 

Sen. Sherrod Brown, 
D-Ohio 

■ Brown is a member of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. 



The Senate has been debating two bills that 
would prevent rates on 40 percent of new student 
loans from doubling to 6.8 percent - increasing 
students' average interest payments by $7 a month 
over the next 10 years. 

Republicans and Democrats 
alike want to keep the interest 
rate steady for another year for 
these low-income students. We 
only differ on how to pay for it. 
The Democrats' bill would 
raise taxes on people and 
businesses creating jobs during 
a recession. 

I offered an alternative supported by many 
Republicans - and passed by the House of 
Representatives - that keeps the interest rate at 
3.4 percent, and pays for it by returning to students 
money the government has used to help pay for the 
new health-care law. 

That law established a federal takeover of the 
student loan program, giving the U.S. secretary of 
education the job of giving more than $100 billion 
in new student loans every year. Democrats told 
students that the banks were overcharging them, 
and that the government would be doing them a 
favor by taking over the program. 

According to the Congressional Budget Office, 
the takeover saved the government $61 billion. 
But instead of giving that money back to 
students in the form of lower interest rates - the 
argument for the takeover in the first place - 
the Democrats spent it on other programs 
and set $8.7 billion aside to help pay for the 
health-care law. 

The government is borrowing money at 
2.8-percent interest and loaning it to students at 
6.8-percent interest. We want to take some of that 
profit and give it back to low-income students. That 
is the logical way to pay for lower interest rates. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

To freeze student loan rates, Republicans 
seek to eliminate a preventive care fund in 
President Obama's health-care reform law. 
Democrats want to pay for the freeze by 
boosting certain corporate Social Security 
and Medicare payroll taxes. 



As a member of the Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee, I was proud to fight to pass the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill, which ensures that all veter- 
ans can afford to pursue higher education by 
covering educational costs up to the maximum 
in-state tuition at a 
public university. 

For veterans who choose 
to attend other universities, 
additional financial aid is 
often required. Many elect 
to tap into federally 
subsidized Stafford loans 
to cover the rest of their 
tuition bills. These are low-interest loans provided 
by the U.S. Department of Education for low- 
to moderate-income undergraduate and 
graduate students who could not otherwise 
afford college. 

Unless Congress acts, the interest rates on 
these student loans will double for nearly 
8 million undergraduate students. That could 
mean an increase of about $1,000 in interest 
payments for borrowers, simply because Congress 
refuses to take action. 

The average student-loan debt for Ohio students 
using financial aid is more than $27,000. Allowing 
Stafford loan interest rates to increase will hinder 
students' ability to afford college - and hurt 
America's economic competitiveness. 

That's why I introduced the Stop the Student 
Loan Interest Rate Hike Act of 2012, which would 
maintain the current interest rates for federally 
subsidized Stafford loans at 3.4 percent. 

Hundreds of thousands of students are 
graduating from U.S. colleges and universities 
every year. These young men and women face 
a shaky job market and uncertainty about 
their futures. The last thing we should be doing 
is adding to their already heavy debt load. 



CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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My Vaugfiter, I Love you 

Personalized Music Box 

Plays the Melody 




V Fully mirrored music box, u^r a .r i„ „ , . 

hand-c^fted of beveled K>"Ar. So BeauUful ^l^^'^^^ 

glass with elegant etching v be engraved with any 

on four sides - J^^^^^ ("P i^ti^rs) ^ 



V Heart-shaped charm on 
soft pink ribbon can be 
personalized FREE 

y Elegantly etched with a 
delicate floral design and 
the touching sentiment: 
"My Daughter, I Love You 
Today, Tomorrow, Always" 

V Faceted sculptural hearts 
on the lid glisten with 
silvery finishes 

V Hand-numbered with 
Certificate of Authenticity 



INCLUDES A POEM CARD! 
Dearest Daughter, 

Your life is a true reflection of Beauty, 
Laughter and Love, A precious gift to 
cherish, sent fi*om up above. When you look 
into this mirror, my love you WAX see, A 
reflection of the blessings you give to me. 



A Musical Masterpiece 
as Special as She Is! 

This limited-edition music box is an exquisite work of art 
and a meaningful expression of love for a dear daughter. 
Hand-crafted of mirrored beveled glass with scroUing 
floral etching, it boasts a silvery heart charm that can 
be personaUzed with the name of your choice — FREE 
of charge. The charm is tied on a soft pink ribbon to 
a faceted twin-heart handle sculpted in silvery metal. A 
memorable gift any daughter will treasure, this exclusive 
treasure plays "You Are So Beautiful" and comes with a 
poem card especially for her. 

Great Value; Limited Time Only! 

Order now at only $59-99*, payable in three instaflments 
of $19-99, the first due before shipment. Our 365-day 
money-back guarantee assures your 100% satisfaction. 
Availabihty is hmited and strong demand is hkely 
Don't miss out! Send no money now. Just return the 
Reservation AppUcation today, and be sure to indicate 
the name you'd hke engraved on the charm! 

©2012 The Bradford Exchange All rights reserved 
Printed in U.S.A. 01-14778-001-BIUP 




Music box shown smaller than 
actual size of about 41/2" L x 4" H 



www.bradfordexchange.com/musicbox 

RESERVATION APPLICAT ION SEND NO MONEY NOW" ' 



-^COLLECTIBLES^ 

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806 

YES. Please reserve the My Daughter, I Love You Music Box(es) as described in this announcement. 
IVIore than one daughter? Please fill in the name for each box reserved. 



II II II NT 




Two Boxes: I I I I I I I I I \ \ 
Four Boxes: I | | | HTJ I HZ 



Mrs. Mr. Ms. 





Name (Pie 


ase Print Clearly) 


Address 






City 


State 


Zip 





Customize the 01 -14778-0 01 -E94991 

heart shaped charm *Plus a total of $8.99 shipping and service per box. A limited-edition presentation restricted to 95 firing days. 

• , 1 1 Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for delivery. All sales are subject to product availability and order 

lA/'tTrt rter rtarVte acceptance 




Back-to-school checkup 



Children in many states are heading back to school this month, and 
WebMD has some tips to prepare them for their return: 

Notify the school about any 
medications your child is taking. 

"Even if the child takes the 
medication only at home, the nurse 
should know," WebMD advises. 



Make sure their shots are current. 

Your school district should be able to 
provide a list of necessary vaccina- 
tions and immunizations. When in 
doubt, talk with your pediatrician. 




Check their vision. "As many as one 
in 20 children can't see out of one of 
their eyes," WebMD reports. 
Unfortunately, this is a problem 
parents can easily miss, so it's 
recommended that a pediatrician 
perform a vision test on your child. 
Simply put, kids who can't see well 
can't perform well in school. 

Provide current telephone 
numbers in case of emergency. 

These include contact 
information for parents or 
guardians, grandparents or 
other designated family, 
and the child's doctor 
and dentist. 



Alert the school to any health 
problems. Inform school officials 
about conditions such as allergies, 
asthma or a heart murmur, and 
specify if there are any limitations on 
physical activity. 

Help your kids get back into a 
normal school-week sleep routine. 

Make sure they start their day with a 
healthy breakfast, too. 




Meditation 
and mind power 

Can meditation change the 
brain's makeup? New evidence 
from UCLA's Laboratory of Neuro 
Imaging shows that the cerebral 
cortexes of long-term meditators 
contain more furrows and 
folds - what scientists call 
"gyrification" - than the brains of 
non-meditators. The more folds 
the cortex has, the better the brain 
processes information, including 
thoughts, decisions and memories. 
The study's 50 participants had 
engaged in meditation for an 
average of 20 years, and the longer 
the person had been doing it, 
the greater the number of 
brain folds. Earlier research 
showed that meditation 
strengthens the connections 
between brain cells. 
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Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 
It is not intended to be, nor 
is it, medical advice. Readers 
should consult their 
physicians when they have 
health problems. 




* / V ^ fl Thousands of Veterans & Their Families 

Rely on Liberator Medical for their 
^J^^; Catheters & other Medical Supplies, 



They get their Catheters & Medical Supplies delivered quickly 
and reliably^ shipped free^ direct to their home often for. 
little or NO Out-of-Pocket Costs. 

■ FREE Samples of innovative 
virtually pain-free catheters. 

■ FREE Diabetes Glucose Meters 

■ FREE Ostomy Samples: 

1-877-822-5485 

Visit US online for more FREE Offers. 



www.liberatormedical.com/legion 



"Liberator helped get me 
the catheters I need 
without a dime out of 
my pocket. I never had a 
company work this hard for me ' 

-Jim R. 

Catheter Customer 




LIBEKATOR 



MEDICAL 115® ^ 

.SUPPLY. INC 



I 



Natlorjaify Accredited Medicare, Medicaid 
Tricare 3t Private Insurance Provider 



*Requires Medicare & secondary insurance. **Requires prescription & | 
qualified enrollment. Some conditions &. restrictions apply. 



Use of generic drugs 
increases as families save 




The increased use of generic drugs has made a dent in out-of-pocket 
prescription drug costs for U.S. families, according to research in the journal 
Health Affairs. Between 1993 and 2003, only 36 percent to 39 percent of drug 
prescriptions were filled using a generic rather than brand-name version; that 
figure increased to 56 percent by 2008. As the use of generics has gone up, 
average family drug expenditures have gone down. Even so, for one in four 
people younger than 65, prescription drugs account for more than half of their 
out-of-pocket health-care costs. Low-income families, those with public 
insurance, and people with diabetes, hypertension and mental disorders are hit 
hardest by drug costs. 



Average family out-of-pocket drug expenses 



Source: Health Affairs 
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Far from 
smoked out 

"If everyone 
were to quit 
smoking," 
U.S. News & World 
Report reports, 
"nearly 450,000 
fewer Americans 
would die annually 
from smoking- 
related diseases." 
Yet one in five 
Americans smokes 
today. That 
percentage fell 
between 1965 and 
2005, but has since 
leveled off and holds 
steady at 20 percent. 




Media Bakery 
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VETERANS UPDATE 



Disability evaluations far from full speed 



BY TOM PHILPOTT 

Almost a year ago, DoD and VA announced the 
completion of their partnered transition to a single 
Integrated Disability Evaluation System (IDES) for 
injured or ill servicemembers. 

Those sidelined by physical or mental conditions 
no longer faced separate disability evaluation 
processes - one while on active duty by their 
service branch and focused on medical conditions 
that made them unfit for 
duty, and a more thorough 
one later by VA to find, rate 
and compensate them for all 
service-related conditions. 

With IDES, officials vowed, 
disabling conditions would 
be assessed faster, ratings 
assigned with more consis- 
tency, and transition to 
veteran status with disability 
pay achieved far more 
efficiently than under the old 
separate evaluation tracks. 

Instead of taking, on 
average, 540 days for an 
active-duty member first 
seeking a medical evaluation 
to begin drawing VA compen- 
sation, IDES would achieve it within 295 days, and 
take just 10 days longer for reserve members. 

Those goals, however, are being missed - by 100 
days on average, and at select bases by 200 days or 
more, the Government Accountability Office 
reports. In fact, IDES timeliness "has steadily 
worsened since inception of the program," Daniel 
Bertoni, GAO's director for education, workforce 
and income security issues, told the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee in May. "Since fiscal 
2008, the average number of days for 
servicemembers' cases to be processed and receive 
benefits increased from 283 to 394 for active-duty 
cases - compared to the goal of 295 days - and 
from 297 to 420 for reserve cases - compared to 
the goal of 305 days." 

The proportion of cases meeting timeliness goals 
fell from more than 63 percent of active-duty cases 
in 2008 to about 19 percent in 2011. 

GAO doesn't blame the IDES concept. Bertoni 
indicated that DoD and VA have fallen short in the 
areas of people, processes and technology in their 
rush to integrate disability evaluations. 




"On many of these sites there was a sense of 
urgency following (the) Walter Reed (scandal in 
2007)," Bertoni said. "Staff-to-servicemember ratio 
was insufficient ... It was stood up anyway. I think 
this system is paying for it to this day." 

Though IDES sites are overwhelmed as demand 
exceeds resources, the concept of a DES jointly run 
by VA and DoD is not the problem, Bertoni assured 

Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., 

who suggested redesigning 
the entire process. 

"It's a simpler system," 
Bertoni told Burr. "It's more 
transparent in how it 
operates. It's sort of like a 
funnel. If you pour water into 
that funnel too fast, you'll 
very quickly find out where 
the inefficiencies are. That's 
what's happening." 

Jo Ann Rooney, acting 
undersecretary of defense for 
personnel and readiness, 
conceded IDES performance 
needs improvement. The 
services are hiring more 
staff, and officials promise 
more oversight. But Rooney said the emphasis 
today is different than, say, during the Vietnam 
War era, when the disabled were discharged more 
rapidly to receive care from VA. Today they get the 
best care possible while on active duty, and more 
are able to continue to serve with disabilities. 

The department "must not simply expedite the 
process at the expense of eroding these basic 
tenets," Rooney said. 

Current performance measures might fail to 
capture what IDES has achieved, she added. For 
example, that 395-day cycle includes 80 days "in 
transition" when members are on leave or clearing 
their installations. The department is evaluating 
whether this transition time should be excluded 
from the IDES time measurement metric. 

Rooney also noted that, thanks to IDES, the 
"post-separation wait for VA disability benefits" is 
down 79 percent from what it was in 2007. 

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, has 
written about veterans and military personnel issues 
for more than 30 years. 
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HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU LOVE 
BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA °' 
LUNG CANCER? 



Call 1-877-312-1856 

or visit www.simmonsfirm.com/AL 

for a FREE consultation. 




i 



1 

The Simmons firm has proudly helped thousands of individuals and families 
throughout the United States affected by asbestos-related cancers, including 
many of our nation's veterans. We have recovered millions of dollars on their 
behalf, affording them the medical care and security they deserve. Several of our 
attorneys, including founding partner John Simmons, are veterans themselves. If 
you have mesothelioma or lung cancer due to asbestos exposure, please contact 
us today for more information at 1-877-312-1856. 

We are committed to fighting mesothelioma and asbestos-related diseases both inside and outside 
the courtroom and have pledged over $15 million to cancer research and the search for a cure. 




SIMMONS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



,BBB 



Attorney Advertisement. Simmons Browder Gianaris Angelides & Barnerd LLC. One Court St., Alton, IL 62002. The choice of 
a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon ads. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. 
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U.S. Marines scramble from 
a CH-53 helicopter during the 
55 Mayaguez operation. U.S. Air Force photo 



The Koh Tang Beach Club searches for answers, 
salves painful memories of Mayaguez incident. 



BY JEFF STOPFER 

A deadly 14-hour firefight on a tiny island off 
the coast of Cambodia officially ended 
U.S. military operations in the Vietnam War 
on May 15, 1975, two weeks after Saigon fell. The 
SS Mayaguez rescue mission condensed over a 
decade's worth of frustration, turmoil and heroism 
into one final, tragic act in a war theater whose 
curtain may never fully close for members of the 
Koh Tang Beach Club. 

The Mayaguez mission pressed young Marines 
still in training into combat on Koh Tang Island 
after the war was considered over. "Out of the 
whole operation, I would say there were 15 who 
had previous combat experience," says Al Bailey of 
Highland, Md., a 19-year-old private first class who 
had just finished a long day of training in Okinawa 
when orders came to load up and ship out to 
Thailand, where the mission would be staged. "The 
whole battalion was green." 

The Khmer Rouge had hijacked Mayaguez, a 
cargo ship en route from Hong Kong to Sattahip, 



Thailand, on May 12. The revolutionary commu- 
nist militia, which had overthrown the govern- 
ment in Phnom Penh about a month earlier, was 
believed to be holding the American crew hostage 
on the island, which lies about 27 miles off the 
coast of the border of Cambodia and Vietnam. Like 
many Americans sent to fight in Vietnam, Bailey 
and his fellow 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines had 
never heard of the place that would forever change 
their lives, and etch into the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall its last 41 names. 

"We were a bunch of young kids, mostly right out 
of school, who had no idea what was coming or 
why," says Dan Hoffman of Columbia, S.C., a newly 
minted second lieutenant at the time of the mission 
and now president of the Koh Tang Beach Club, an 
organization of veterans involved in the operation. 
"They told us we were going up against 15 or 20 
militia/fishermen who might have automatic 
weapons. Instead, we got a reinforced battalion with 
heavy machine guns, mortars and anti-tank guns." 
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Estimates vary about how many Khmer Rouge 
soldiers, in their signature black pajamas, were on 
the island at the time - somewhere between 300 
and 700. Troops flown onto the island quickly 
realized that they were badly outnumbered. 

Miscalculation of enemy strength was not the 
only similarity between the Mayaguez operation 
and the broader war. Intelligence reports were 
wrong. Communications broke down. Delayed 
decision-making from Washington spoiled the 
element of surprise. Public opinion and politics 
were considered in the process. 

There would also be American KIAs, MIAs and, 
possibly, POWs. Like thousands of troops who 
survived the Vietnam battlefields, Mayaguez 



veterans would later say they owe their lives to 
death-defying chopper pilots. And many who made 
it off the island alive would spend years confused 
and desperate for answers, often tortured by 
post-traumatic stress disorder. Much of what went 
wrong during and after the Vietnam War was 
encapsulated in its final battle. 

Little is more important to the Koh Tang Beach 
Club than the fates of Lance Cpl. Joseph N. 
Hargrove, Pfc. Gary C. Hall and Pvt. Danny G. 
Marshall, members of a gun team who, when last 
seen, were alive and shooting. One theory suggests 
they were taken as POWs and died in mainland 
Cambodia. Another claims they were executed on 
the island. The gunners could have lost their lives 



"My happiness these many years has not let me forget the friends who did not come home with me. 
The memory of them, of what they bore for honor and country, causes me to look in every 
prospective conflict for the shadow of Vietnam/' 

Sen. John McCain, in 1996, dedicating a memorial in Phnom Penh to honor those who died during the Mayaguez mission 
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trying to hold a defense line together so that others 
could get away on the night of May 15. All the 
Mayaguez veterans really know is that the three 
were not there at the end of the ordeal. 

"We will die with unfinished business/' says 
Larry Barnett of Frisco, Texas, a founding member 
of the club. 

"We left three guys on the island," says Fred 
Morris of Waterloo, Iowa, a private first class in 
May 1975. "That haunts all of us." 

"There's no worse way to die than to think that 
everyone left you," adds Tom Noble, a former swift 
boat captain and Navy petty officer in 1975, who 
had been rescuing South Vietnamese refugees 
prior to the Mayaguez hijacking. 

"We all suffered over the years. We have thought 
about the 41. We lost more on Koh Tang than we 
did the first day on Okinawa. And people have 
never heard of Koh Tang." 

► No one is sure why the Khmer Rouge seized 
the 500-foot U.S.-flagged merchant ship in 
international waters and kidnapped its crew of 40. 
"There was no official government in Cambodia at 
that time," Hoffman explains. "The general feeling 
was that some commander on his own decided to 
attack the ship. It was just a civilian merchant ship, 
a normal ship, with container cargo." 

President Gerald Ford and Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger described it as an act of piracy. 
Reconnaissance planes were dispatched to search 
for the ship and crew, and three CH-53 Sea Stallion 
helicopters took off from northeastern Thailand to 
the coast while U.S. officials tried unsuccessfully to 
persuade China to negotiate a release. One of the 
CH-53S - code-named Knife 13 - disappeared from 
radar and crashed en route. All 23 onboard were 
killed, the first casualties of the operation. By the 
time U.S. military assets were in place, and Ford, 
the National Security Council and Congress 
authorized military action, precious time had been 
lost. The complicated mission would involve 
elements of every branch of service: Marines, Navy, 
Air Force, Merchant Marines, one Coast Guard 
officer and an Army linguist who spoke Cambo- 
dian. Two Navy destroyers, Henry B. Wilson and 
Harold E. Holt - along with an aircraft carrier. Coral 
Sea - steamed into the region to provide support. 

All eyes were on the irregularly 
shaped, 5-mile-long, 1-mile-wide island. 
The problem was, explains Hoffman, "The 
crew were not on the island and never had been. 
Intelligence was horrible." 
The same morning the 2/9 Marines and chopper 




THE MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT 

May 12 SS Mayaguez and its crew are hijacked by the 
Khmer Rouge. President Gerald Ford places U.S. forces 
in the western Pacific on alert, seeks help from China 
and begins planning a military response. 
May 13 Three CH-53 helicopters, code-named 
"Knives," fly from northern Thailand to the southeast 
coast to support the next U.S. move. Knife-13 crashes 
near the Cambodia-Laos border, killing all 23 onboard. 
May 14 Two U.S. Navy destroyers and one aircraft 
carrier steam toward Koh Tang Island. Marines are 
deployed to Thailand. A U.S. plane reports a Thai 
fishing vessel, surrounded by gunboats, moving away 
from Koh Tang Island. 

May 15 U.S. forces begin invading Koh Tang Island. 
Mayaguez is found abandoned, and the crew is 
released from the Thai fishing vessel after three 
Khmer Rouge gunboats are sunk. A second wave of 
troops is inserted onto the island to keep the first 
from being overrun. A BLU-82 "Daisy Cutter" bomb is 
dropped on the island, while extraction efforts are 
delayed until evening. The mission's three functional 
helicopters extract nearly all of the men in five trips. 




pilots were flying into an all-out ambush by the 
Khmer Rouge, Marines and Merchant Marines on 
Holt boarded the U.S. cargo ship, finding it an- 
chored and empty north of the island. At 10 a.m., 
the crew, located on a Thai fishing boat, was 
turned over to Wilson after U.S. planes from 
Coral Sea sank three Khmer Rouge gunboats 
escorting them. 

The island operation was supposed to have 
occurred just before dawn. Instead, due to delays 
leading up to the insertion, nine Marine-loaded 
Knives and Jolly Greens (HH-53s) arrived at Koh 
Tang Island in bright morning sunshine. "They 
heard us coming," Hoffman says. "They knew we 
were coming. They saw us coming. And they were 
loaded for bear. The first four helicopters were 
literally shot out of the sky." 

"As we are hovering, and the bird is turning, 
we're hearing snap-snap-snap-snap" recalls 
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''Awesome dress 
watch... I have 
received many 
compliments. 
Excellent quality.'' 

- J. from 
Louisville, KY 




Limited to 
5,000 pieces 
Order Today! 



Life in the Past Lane 




A watch legend comes back in black! Wear the Midnight Meisterzeit for ONLY $99, 
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have painstakingly crafted the Stauer Midnight Meisterzeit to 
meet the demanding standards of vintage watch collectors. 
And for a limited time it's yours for under $100! 
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performance engine into the 
body of a 1920s roadster. The 
Midnight Meisterzeit is powered 
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WATCH SPECS: 

- 27-jeweled Vertex automatic movement 

- Exhibition bacl< 

- Genuine blacl< leather band fits wrists 7 V4"-9 

Another Stauer Exclusive Not In Stores 




stauer Midnight Meisterzeit Timepiece— 
Now $99 +S&P 

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer. 

1-800-721-0297 



Promotional Code MMW171-01 

Please mention this code when you call. 



I Stauer has a Better Business 
Bureau Rating of A+ 



The balance wheel and escapement 
can he seen under the Cotswold"^^ 
crystal and exhibition back. 

Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 



StAucr^ 



14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. MMW171-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
www.stauer.com 




Twenty-three airmen, left, en route to Mayaguez died when their 
helicopter crashed, the operation's first casualties. The incident 
ultimately produced 28 Silver Stars, 39 Bronze Stars, four Air Force 
Crosses, one Navy Cross, 47 Distinguished Flying Crosses and more 
than 60 Purple Hearts, u s .Air Force photo 



Members of the Koh Tang Beach Club will give a special 
presentation during The American Legion's 94th National 
Convention in Indianapolis. ^ 



Morris, who made it onto the island in the first 
wave. "You don't hear the gun report. But all of a 
sudden there are these holes shooting through. We 
didn't even expect resistance. We were just going 
to go on, sweep the island, get the crew from the 
ship and be home by noon. When these rounds 
started going through the helicopter, we realized 
what it was ... it wasn't great." 

Those who hit the ground that morning "took 
heavy fire," remembers Hoffman, who received the 
Bronze Star for his actions that day. "The water 
and the ocean were to our backs. Big, thick, dense 
jungle was in front of us. The only landing zones 
were the beaches - a small moon-shaped beach on 
the east side of the island and another on the west. 
It was a precarious position. I was supposed to 
land on East Beach but landed on West Beach, so 
for the first hour or so, with the water to my back, 
I assumed that north was south, and south was 
north. Typical of the craziness that was going on. 
All of our forward air controllers and air-support 
people had been shot down and wounded. We 
were lucky to get into a perimeter and hold back." 

Morris had everything but luck. "We land in this 
elephant grass, and it's probably three feet high," 
he explains. "We land right in their command 
hooch, and they are shooting at us. I stand up and 
get ready to shoot. I put it on full automatic and. 
Pop! Only one round goes off. It didn't have an 
extractor. I get to shoot one time, then I have to 
break the weapon down to pry the shell out." 

Bailey came in on Knife 21, the first bird to 
insert Marines that morning. "The first person to 
step onto that island was Staff Sgt. (Seferino) 
Bernal," Bailey remembers. "He had his back (to) 
the enemy, looking into the chopper, howling to 
his men. Tire and shoot!' He had his .45 up in the 
air and total disregard for his own life. The only 
thing he was concerned about was his men in 
that chopper, so an RPG couldn't come through 
and kill everyone. By that point, there were at 
least 200, maybe 300, rounds through the 
chopper. It was like a knife stabbing through tin." 

Two Khmer Rouge soldiers immediately began 
firing at Bailey. "They couldn't shoot," he says. 
"I hit one center mass, hit the other one in the 
right shoulder ... the battle was on." 



Twww. legion.org/legion tv 

As Bailey and 19 other Marines were firing on 
enemy positions and trying to set up a perimeter, 
the badly damaged chopper that brought them 
there lost power and crashed in the water a mile 
away. They would be on the island alone for nearly 
an hour before another group landed. Two other 
helicopters were shot down and lay crashed on the 
beach. An RPG hit Knife 31 as it approached, 
destroying it and killing 10 Marines, two Navy 
corpsmen and an Air Force co-pilot. Survivors 
swam out to sea and were later rescued by Wilson. 
All morning. Knives and Jolly Greens flew through 
a torrent of enemy fire, trying to get men onto the 
island. A second wave, after Mayaguez and its 
crew were rescued, was deployed at midday to 
keep the first wave from being overrun. 

Hoffman says no more than 200 Marines, airmen 
and Navy corpsmen had boots on the ground at 
the height of the mission. Five attempts to extract 
men in the afternoon were met with fierce ground 
fire and turned back, knocking two HH-53s out of 
action. As evening fell, only three helicopters were 
operational, and they had a big, dangerous job in 
front of them. "The pilots are our heroes," 
Hoffman says. "We owe them our lives." 

One was Bob Blough of Chattanooga, Tenn., who 
will never forget flying Jolly 44 on instruments 
through darkness, low to the surface, amid tracer 
fire, toward a sliver of sand to collect his first group. 
"Once we started, we couldn't stop," he says. "Every 
time we took a load of Marines, it would shrink 
their perimeter. We had to finish the job." 

Blough, who spent seven years on active duty 
after the war and 13 more in the Air Force Reserve, 
received the Silver Star for rescuing 72 Marines that 
evening. Knowing time wasn't on his side, he asked 
to offload his first group of 35 Marines onto Holt, 
rather than Coral Sea, so he could get back faster. 
Holt's helipad, however, was not built to handle the 
big Jolly. Blough had to hover in the dark above the 
bobbing destroyer, ease two wheels onto separate 
corners of the helipad and release men through a 
side door so they wouldn't fall into the gulf. "It 
could have been a big disaster if it hadn't worked," 
Blough says. "The HolVs captain gave us permis- 
sion with the unspoken understanding that if I 
screwed this up, I was going to pay for it." 
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Want a cell phone that s 
just a phone? Your choice is simple. 

Introducing the alUnew Jitterbug® Plus. 
Weve made it even better. . . without making it harder to use. 




All my friends have new cell phones. They carry them 
around with them all day, like mini computers, with 
little tiny keyboards and hundreds of programs which 
are supposed to make their life easier. Trouble is. . . my 
friends can't use them. The keypads are too small, the 
displays are hard to see and the phones are so com- 
plicated that my friends end up borrowing my Jit- 
terbug when they need to make a call. I don't 
mind... I just got a new phone too... the new 
Jitterbug Plus. Now I have all the things I loved 
about my Jitterbug phone along with some great 
new features that make it even better! 

GreatCair created the Jitterbug with one thing in 
mind - to offer people a cell phone that's easy to see 
and hear, and is simple to use and affordable. Now, 
they've made the cell phone experience even j 
better with the Jitterbug Plus. It features a 
lightweight, comfortable design with a backlit 
keypad and big, legible numbers. There is even 
a dial tone so you know the phone is ready to 
use. You can also increase the volume with 
one touch and the speaker's been improved 
so you get great audio quality and can 
hear every word. The battery has been 
improved too- it's one of the longest 
lasting on the market- so you won't have 
to charge it as often. The phone comes 
to you with your account already set up 
and is easy to activate. 

The rate plans are simple too. Why 

pay for minutes you'll never use? There 
are a variety of affordable plans. Plus, 
you don't have to worry about finding yourself 



Call now and receive a FREE g ift 

just for ordering. Hurry... this is a 
limited time offer. Call now! 




stuck with no minutes- that's the problem with prepaid 
phones. Since there is no contract to sign, you are not 
locked in for years at a time and won't be subject to 
early termination fees. The U.S. -based customer 
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service is knowledgeable and helpful 
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anywhere in the continental U.S. 
Above all, you'll get one-touch 
access to a friendly, and helpful 
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look up numbers, and even dial 
them for you! They are always 
there to help you when you 
need them. 

Call now and receive a FREE 
gift when you order. Try 

the Jitterbug Plus for yourself 
for 30 days and if you don't 
love it, just return it for a 
refund^ of the product purchase 
price. Call now - helpful 
Jitterbug experts are ready to 
answer your questions. 
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Photos of the fallen from the Mayaguez incident are displayed 
at a reunion of the Koh Tang Beach Club in Branson, Mo. 



Watch interviews with members of the Koh Tang Beach Club 
and see a gallery of photos from their May reunion: 



Quickly, he was gone for a second load - 37 this 
time, which he would fly to Coral Sea. "I had never 
landed on a carrier before. The Navy took real 
good care of us. They talked us right in." 

The three helicopters extracted 196 men from 
Koh Tang Island that evening, and the Mayaguez 
incident was over. "We had a lot of young people 
who had never confronted a situation like this 
before but nevertheless stepped up and did a 
fantastic job," says Randall Austin of Charlotte, 
N.C., a retired Marine Corps colonel who was 
battalion commander at the time of the incident. 
"Joint operations was just a fledgling concept back 
in 1975. We put our joint operations together, 
literally, overnight. Today joint operations are, 
correctly, so well-planned. Part of the heritage of 
our operation is that it was part of the foundation 
for joint operations that have occurred since then." 

► In 2000, Larry Barnett decided to start a 
website, to recognize the mission and attract 
those who were a part of it. That led to the Koh 
Tang Beach Club. "We felt that since we shared a 
special place in history that it was really important 
there be defining differences between us and other 
veterans organizations," he says during a reunion 
in Branson, Mo. "Most of these guys haven't seen 
each other in more than 30 years. What's amazing 
is when you listen to these guys talk, it's like 
they've never missed a breath ... the same type of 
conversation they were having in 1975. 

"The Mayaguez incident was such a traumatic 
experience for the majority of these guys. You 
would be hard-pressed to go anywhere and find 
people who actually know about this operation. 
We want to change that. The more important thing 
is that when we do these reunions, there is a lot of 
healing here. A lot of these guys have kept these 
particular events bottled up for 30-plus years." 

"Was Koh Tang a planning fiasco?" asks Noble, 
who drives a custom-painted CMC pickup that 
depicts all elements of the operation and the 
names of the 41 who did not survive. "Yes, 
planning was a fiasco. What put it all together was 
the people on the ground. I don't care how many 
friends you've got in your life - those guys, you are 
stuck with. If they need me, I will be there. They 
know. It's a bond you cannot shake." 
"Most of the details of the mission we didn't 



hear about for 30 years," Morris says. "It wasn't 
something we wanted to rehash. We had it in our 
hearts. We thought about it a lot. We just didn't 
talk about it. I've seen counselors, but if they have 
not been through it ... they can't understand." 

Through their website, the annual reunions and 
media attention - including seven books, three TV 
documentaries and numerous articles - the Koh 
Tang Beach Club has systematically defined itself. 
They build awareness of the battle. Each year, they 
uncover new details about it. They honor their 
fallen comrades and search for answers about the 
three who were left behind. They help each other 
deal with the memories. 

"I had always felt, myself, that due to our lack of 
experience with Marine assault operations, that we 
really let those guys down," Blough says. "I had a 
hard time with it for years. I happened to go to a 
Jolly Green reunion. One of my old buddies saw 
me unloading my luggage, and said, 'Hey, Bob ... 
we've got a guy here from the Mayaguez operation. 
He wants to say hi.' It was one of the Marines I put 
onto Holt. There were a couple of others. 

"They told me we did a hell of a job. That 
really helped. A year later, Dan Hoffman and 
Larry Barnett showed up. Apparently, they had 
been looking for me for 30 years. Dan made a 
great speech in front of my heroes at this Jolly 
Green reunion, telling them what a great pilot 
I was, and that he owed his life to me. That 
started my recovery." 

In 2006, the club reunited in Washington and, 
of course, made their way to the last panel of 
the Wall. "People just moved out of our way," 
Hoffman says. "We went down there and saw 
them. We touched the names. We said a little 
prayer. We left one of our challenge coins. The 
guys were all crying." 

Hoffman makes a point to share with members 
information about VA benefits and PTSD treatment 
options, including his own secret - registered 
Papillon show dogs, one of whom is his beloved 
PTSD therapy dog named "Koh Tang Dan." 

Camaraderie among those who were part of that 
final battle is even better medicine, Morris says. 
"There's a lot of peace in that." || 

Jeff Stoffer is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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In recent years, Washington's budget axe has 
fallen disproportionately on the military commu- 
nity. While the effort has been billed as a patri- 
otic act of debt reduction and burden-sharing, the 
military and taxpayers end up holding the short 
end of the stick. The Obama administration's latest 
budget request for 2013 asks for spending increases 
of $1.5 trillion and tax increases of $1.9 trillion, for 
a total of roughly $400 billion in deficit reduction 
over the next decade. Any budget is more than a 
set of numbers; it is a vivid articulation of priori- 
ties. Unfortunately, this budget increases funding 
to all other government agencies, leaving only the 
military and taxpayers to get by with less. 

The consequences of these ongoing defense 
budget cuts are already being felt in communities 
nationwide - among public and private manufac- 
turing workers, in small businesses and veteran- 
owned companies. Worse yet, these reductions 
weaken our national security. 

Americans tend to support cutting the defense 
budget until they need it. This time, however, the 
nation may find that some long-held capabilities, 
scientific know-how, industrial base infrastructure, 
retention and the appeal of service will be signifi- 
cantly compromised. 

Tooth and Tail. The current budget calls for sepa- 
rating nearly 100,000 active-duty soldiers and 
Marines from service, while leaving the Pentagon's 
civilian workforce of 750,000 mostly untouched. 
This follows a four-year trend in which the admin- 
istration cut 15,000 active duty positions while it 
added 62,000 civilians to the DoD bureaucracy. 
Cutting needed "tooth" while adding expensive 
"tail" is the wrong approach. 

When the United States cashed in on a flawed 
peace dividend at the end of the Cold War by 
dramatically reducing the size of the military, 
veterans at least found a more welcoming commer- 
cial economy to absorb the change. During the rise 
of the digital age, jobs multiplied quickly, and by 
the end of the 1990s, the national unemployment 
rate was near a half-century low at 4 percent. 



Today's economy, encumbered by unsustainable 
federal fiscal policies, is different. In May 2012, 
when the jobless rate for all veterans was 7.8 
percent, veterans who served in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan faced an unemployment rate of 12.7 percent. 
Young veterans 18 to 24 confronted the biggest 
hurdle, with an unemployment rate over 30 
percent, according to the congressional Joint 
Economic Committee. If those currently serving 
continue to face difficulty gaining civilian employ- 
ment upon leaving the service, budget cuts could 
cause requests for unemployment benefits to spike, 
flying in the face of the debt reduction that is 
supposedly forcing these savings in the first place. 

Unit and equipment cuts will also lead to addi- 
tional reductions. Cutting active-duty troops will 
not only diminish the Army's vehicle moderniza- 
tion plans but lead to the restructuring of brigade 
combat teams. The early retirement of ships and 
aircraft, coupled with insufficient new construction 
plans to replace aging assets, is already leading to 
unit decommissionings. The Air Force, for example, 
is retiring much of its A-10 Warthog fighter fleet. 
The proposed elimination of 21 A-lOs at one unit in 
Michigan would lead to almost 600 jobs lost. 

Early retirements and units standing down make 
installations and communities more vulnerable in 
a future round of base closures. Although the 
Pentagon's latest proposal is on hold by Congress, 
military communities may not escape damage. 
With less fanfare and debate than a new round of 
closings, bases may face effective closure when the 
units that call them home simply disappear. 
Additionally, Pentagon leaders have indicated that 
they will not wait on congressional approval to 
begin base realignment and reductions; instead, 
they will use executive authority whenever pos- 
sible - starting now. 

One example is the Air National Guard, which is 
absorbing 55 percent of the Air Force's aircraft 
reductions under current budget plans. This is 
already leading to unit deactivations and closures 
in Michigan, Louisiana and Oklahoma. And the 
Army is reducing its public workforce at some 
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With less fanfare and debate than a new round of closings, bases may face 
effective closure when the units that call them home simply disappear. 



depots due to fewer orders and demand. This 
backdoor downsizing is just as damaging to 
communities and families as a round of specifi- 
cally targeted base closures. 

Ripple Effect. The direct and indirect impact of 
budget cuts on local communities is far more 
extensive than advertised. The Aerospace Industries 
Association (AIA) recently released a comprehen- 
sive report that analyzed the impact of the ship- 
building, aerospace and defense industries on the 
wider U.S. economy. The report found that 
3.5 million employees are associated with the 
defense business. The industry generated $324 
billion in sales in 2010 and accounted for 2.23 
percent of U.S. GDP, as well as 7 percent of all 
exports. Furthermore, each shipbuilding, aerospace 
and defense job produces 2.36 jobs elsewhere in the 
economy. These are often private-sector jobs - for 
example, the auto mechanic or coffee-shop owner 
who is supported mostly by shipyard workers. 

Thus, it should come as no surprise that defense 
cuts will produce a ripple effect beyond this direct 
and often highly skilled workforce. According to an 
AIA analysis, for every primary defense manufac- 
turing or contractor job cut, three other U.S. jobs 
will be lost. AIA estimates that DoD has already 
cut $19.3 billion from weapons acquisition in the 
president's budget, and acquisition budgets could 
take on an additional $25.7 billion in cuts if seques- 
tration - automatic spending cuts that became law 
when the congressional "supercommittee" failed to 
compromise - stands, leading to a total cut of 
$45 billion from military modernization programs. 

This number, however, might actually be low. 
Sequestration, as currently constructed, will feature 
uniform 10-percent reductions at the program, 
project and activity levels across the entire DoD 
budget. However, it is unlikely that sequestration in 
its current form will be implemented. Instead, the 
administration has the authority to - and will 
surely - exempt military personnel from January's 
automatic cuts. While this is the right policy to 
pursue, the impact on the military's anemic mod- 
ernization plans will deepen, and equipment 
programs that are needed to protect those in 
uniform and play a large role in our economy will 
take a bigger hit. Take, for example, the Army's 
only facility left for building and integrating tanks, 
in Lima, Ohio, for which the Pentagon has proposed 
a temporary shutdown. This could lead to roughly 



1,000 direct layoffs and incalculable costs to restart 
the line. The House and Senate have intervened to 
try to avert the layoffs, but as of now the fate of the 
plant remains up in the air. 

For each dollar that DoD does not spend on 
military equipment, an additional $2.64 is lost in 
the general economy. This means that workers 
who are furloughed or laid off from a cargo 
aircraft production line, for instance, will not go to 
the food truck near the plant for lunch or buy that 
cellphone for their son or daughter at Christmas. 
The result is that over 1 million full-time, year- 
round jobs will be lost if sequestration is not 
reversed. This blind budget-cutting scenario would 
raise the national unemployment rate by 0.6 
percentage points and cut U.S. GDP by about 
$86.5 billion - canceling out nearly 25 percent of 
expected growth for 2013. 

In other words, the country will save roughly 
$99 billion by reducing the defense budget in fiscal 
2013 in the name of debt reduction but will see its 
GDP fall by close to the same amount as a direct 
consequence. This is not a sound approach to 
balancing the federal checkbook, particularly 
when our military and its equipment are needed to 
meet current national security objectives. 

The Center for Security Policy has created a 
database that details the national, state, city and 
county impact of defense budget cuts and the 
businesses affected. The database breaks out 
categories such as veteran- and minority-owned 
businesses, as well as small and local businesses. 
In 2011, DoD had more than 62,000 individual 
contracts with veteran-owned businesses, over 
40 percent of which were contracts with service- 
disabled individuals. Under the current budget 
request, these businesses face nearly $1.6 billion in 
lost revenue. And if sequestration remains law, 
they could face over $3 billion in losses. 

More broadly, DoD has more than 73,000 indi- 
vidual contracts with small businesses, which 
stand to lose more than $5 billion nationwide if 
sequestration is not addressed. These cuts will fall 
disproportionately on 10 states. As AIA notes, 
California, Virginia, Texas, Florida, Massachusetts, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Arizona and 
Missouri would account for 58.5 percent of job and 
income losses. These states would face 588,700 lost 
jobs and $34.7 billion in depleted personal income 
if current law is not changed to turn off these 
automatic additional defense budget cuts. 
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How can two $5 Gold Eagles 
have a 470% difference in value? 

If you're not interested in the answer, give this to your best friend. 




Actual size 
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We can't tell you how many times we're approached by 
very successful, very sophisticated business people who 
are interested in the collectible gold coin market, but 
don't have the first notion of where to begin. 

Here's what we tell them: We think the $5 Gold 
American Eagle MS70 First Strike is the ideal coin 
to own. 

Why? 

There are few gold coins that collectors want more than 
the American Gold Eagle, especially when they find the 
absolutely finest quality specimens. Because for coins, 
value is driven by quality. The higher a coin's grade, 
the higher its value. It's that simple. 

The highest grade possible is the exalted, absolutely 
flawless grade of MS70 (MS stands for "Mint State") 
First Releases. It's referred to as the perfect coin. 

This is the pinnacle of a gold coin's state of quality. 
These gold coins are in demand. They've earned the 
highest grade possible, and for gold coin collectors, 
it just doesn't get any better. 

Consider this example: a 1995 $5 Gold Eagle in average 
ungraded condition is worth about $200 today. But that 
same 1995 coin in perfect MS70 grade is valued at $940. 
That's a 470% difference! 

Of course, the population of these MS70 coins is smaller, 
because they're examples of the finest coins. 

What can make a perfect coin even better? 
A "First Releases" pedigree! 

Only a very small percentage of the first 2012 coins 
struck qualify for the additional First Releases certification 
from highly-respected independent grading service 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC). 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance. NOTE: New York Mint® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and 
currency issues and other collectible numismatic products, and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of April 2012. ©2012 New York Mint, LLC. 



The 2012 $5 Gold American 
Eagle MS70 First Releases coin 
is an absolutely perfect 
example of the gold 
coin that's been an 
American icon for 
25 years. 

You'd expect to 
pay a premium 
for such 
a unique 
combination 
of quality 
factors. But we 
have a limited 
opportunity 
for you: 

You can now own what gold 
collectors compete over for only $249 

No one can predict the future value of this coin, 
of course. Markets and prices go up and down. 
But the 2012 $5 Gold American Eagle MS70 First 
Releases is at the top of the gold coin collector's 
"Most Wanted" list. 

Hurry! This is a first conne, first served offer! 



Call First Federal Toll-FREE today 

1-888-201-7119 

to Reserve Your 2012 MS70 NGC First Release $5 
Gold Eagles for only $249 each (plus s/h) 



Offer Code FDE144 

Please mention this code when you call. 



American Numismatic Association 
Nicholas Bruyer 
Life Member 4489 



1-888-201-7119 



Without the Pentagon's work to develop computers and the Internet 
it is likely that Steve Jobs could not have founded Apple and Pierre Omidyar 
could not have started eBay. The entire U.S. economy - and the world - would 
look quite different absent decades of innovation begun by the U.S. military. 



Arrested Development. Cutting defense 
spending will adversely affect other areas of the 
economy. The Pentagon has played a key role in 
developing technologies that have transformed our 
commercial economy. The nation's first general- 
purpose electronic digital computer was created 
by the Army during World War II to assist in 
calculating firing trajectories for 
field artillery. After the war, the 
military expanded research into 
computers and funded research 
that spun off into private-sector 
uses. 

The Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) played a 
critical role in the development of 
the Internet and even email by 
funding the design and deployment 
of one of the world's first electronic 
computer networks, ARPANET. At 
first, ARPANET connected comput- 
ers at universities such as UCLA and 
Stanford. Thirty years after its 
development, its successor helped 
create a globalized economy by 
forming the most extensive collec- 
tion of knowledge in human history, 
enabling communication, commerce 
and collaboration across continents. 

Similarly, DoD space-based 
satellite navigation systems formed the basis for 
the modern Global Positioning System (GPS), now 
found in many U.S. cars and smartphones. Devel- 
oped in the early 1970s, satellite navigation 
exponentially advanced military navigation and 
surveillance. Yet once satellite navigation entered 
the civilian economy, its uses gave rise to a new 
sector of the economy dedicated to navigation and 
location technologies. Police can track stolen 
phones, tourists can explore unfamiliar cities, and 
fishermen can navigate perilous waters all because 
of Pentagon investment in a long-shot program. 

As the defense budget's top hne falls, so too will 
funding for projects that allow for needed cutting- 
edge research and development. Less research, 
development, testing and experimentation means 
less innovation and fewer opportunities for enter- 
prising individuals to create the unthinkable. 



Legion plans first-ever 
National Security 
Symposium in Indianapolis 

The American Legion conducts 
its first National Security 
Symposium on Aug. 27, during 
the 94th National Convention in 
Indianapolis. Topics include 
congressional responsibility to 
declare war, the threat of 
sequestration to the defense 
budget, and the vital 
importance of the U.S. defense 
industry to national readiness. 
Speakers include Ike Skelton, 
former chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, 
who will receive The American 
Legion Patriot Award. 

Kl jstovall@legion.org 



Without the Pentagon's work to develop computers 
and the Internet, it is likely that Steve Jobs could 
not have founded Apple and Pierre Omidyar could 
not have started eBay. The entire U.S. economy - 
and the world - would look quite different absent 
decades of innovation begun by the U.S. military. 

Unfortunately, while it is impossible to predict 
which defense projects will shape the future, 

advanced weapons development 
already has been and will continue 
to be the favored casualty of 
further cuts. Projects such as 
directed energy lasers and materi- 
als that harden faster than concrete 
have real and vital national secu- 
rity implications, but they may one 
day reap benefits in the wider 
economy. There is no way to know 
how many jobs the next military 
innovation will create or how lives 
will be negatively affected by 
programs that never see the light of 
day due to defense cuts. 

The nation's checkbook cannot be 
balanced wholly on the backs of our 
military, yet Washington is increas- 
ingly turning to a shrinking pot of 
money to solve the nation's looming 
fiscal crisis. If defense cuts cur- 
rently mandated by law stand, the 
fragile economy will worsen 
overnight. Up to 1 million jobs could be lost, and 
countless veteran-owned and small businesses will 
be adversely affected. Many innovative next-genera- 
tion projects may never be pursued, and the world 
will be poorer for the result. 

Defense is the first responsibility of government 
- and the government, in turn, has a responsibility 
to support its defenders. As policymakers focus 
on strengthening the economy, they would do 
well to consider how defense budget cuts - often 
portrayed as necessary sacrifices to get federal 
spending in line - can have a devastating impact 
on the very economy they are supposedly designed 
to bolster. || 

Mackenzie Eaglen is a resident fellow at the Marilyn 
Ware Center for Security Studies at the American 
Enterprise Institute. 
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Shown larger 
than actual size. 



. ^ y 

With Love 

PEARL NECKLACE 

From the day she was born, she has been your treasure. Now, show your 
granddaughter just how dear she is to you with this breathtaking cultured 
pearl necklace and charm engraved with "My Granddaughter Forever." 

Exquisitely crafted. 

This graceful 18-inch necklace is composed of white freshwater pearls 
and five round rose quartz stones. Ten rhodium-plated rondelles glitter 
with Swarovski crystals for a dazzling finish! She will cherish this 
necklace for years to come. 

A great gift - order today! 

For My Granddaughter, With Love can be yours for $99 plus $7.50 
shipping and service, payable in three monthly installments 
of $35.50. Satisfaction is guaranteed. If you and your 
granddaughter are not delighted, return the necklace 
within 90 days for a full refund. For the next 
special occasion or as a wonderful 

surprise, don't delay — ' y 

order today! 



r 



The heart charm 
is elegantly inscribed 
with a laying sentiment. 



©MBI 




Beautifully Presented 

Your necklace arrives in a soft pouch 
nestled within our signature gift box... 
yours at no additional charge. 




The Danbury Mint 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06857 

Yes/ Reserve For My Granddaughter, With Love as 
described in this announcement. 

Signature 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 



Send 
no money 
now. 



Name . 



Please print clearly. 



Address _ 



Orders subject to acceptance. 



City/State/Zip _ 



For fastest delivery: 1-800-726-1184 • www.danburymint.com 



15380017E016 



MICHIGAN 



Garden City, Mich. 

Lunch hosted by American Legion 
Post 396 




^~Coldwater, Mich. 

Riders will end the day at Coldwater 
hotels. 




INDIANA 

Speedwayjnd. { 

Lap around the track at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway 



2012 



DAY 2 
. Wednesday Aug. 22 




OHIO ^ 



LEGACY RUN HOME 



NATIONAL COMMANDER'S RIDE 

The 2012 Legacy Run, which will raise money for The American Legion 
Legacy Scholarship Fund, will escort National Commander Fang Wong 
from his home department of New York through five states. Riders will 
depart from Wheatfield American Legion Post 1451 in Sanborn, N.Y., on 
Aug. 21. They'll travel nearly 750 miles, ending up in Indianapolis - 
home of the 94th National Convention - on Aug. 23. The group will 
make stops at Legion posts in New York, Ohio, Michigan and Indiana. 
At Garden City, Mich., they'll pay tribute to the founding chapter of 
American Legion Riders at Post 396. 

Registration is still open for this year's Legacy Run. 

® www.legion.org/riclers 



RIDE ALONG 

The 2011 Legacy Run to Minneapolis covered 
1,225 miles, passed through four states and 
raised more than $668,000 for the Legacy 
Scholarship Fund. In six years, the Legacy Run 
has generated nearly $2.8 million for the fund. 

Follow the 2012 Legacy Run online: 
^ www.legion.org 

Videos, photos and journal entries will be 
posted daily. 

You can also follow the Legacy Run on 
Facebook and Twitter. 
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CANADA 



Goat Island, Niagara Falls 
State Park | 

Group photo 




DAY 1 
Tuesday Aug. 21 



Ixike Erie 



Austinburg, Ohio 

Rest stop, refuel 



AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS EXPO 

The first-ever American Legion Riders Expo, 
Aug. 23-26, is a series of social events, ALR 
program development courses, skills 
competitions and Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation exhibitions. 

Stout Army Air Field and the Joint Forces 
Headquarters of the Indiana National Guard 
will provide two hangars, parking, range areas 
and classrooms for expo events. Dinners, 
concerts and other activities are planned by 
local Legion posts. The expo will end with a 
night ride in downtown Indianapolis after a 
special candlelight ceremony for Legacy 
Scholarship recipients and their families at the 
Indiana War Memorial. 

Expo registration is free to Legacy Run 
participants. Those who wish to attend only 
the expo can register for $25. 

NATIONAL 

CONVENTION PARADE 

At 3:30 p.m. Aug. 26, riders will "posse up" to 
lead The American Legion National 
Convention Parade. 



Sanborn, N.Y. 

After a breakfast hosted by Wheatfield 
American Legion Post 1451, riders depart 
at 8 a.m. 




KEW YORK 



Salamanca, N.Y. 

Lunch hosted by American Legion 
Post 535 



BEFORE THE RIDE 

The Greater Niagara Chapter of American Legion Riders will host 
several activities in the days leading up to the Legacy Run. 

On Aug. 17, participants can enjoy a cruise on Lake Ontario, a ride 
to Niagara Falls, and visits to the Zippo/Case Museum and other 
local attractions. Hungry Legion Riders are invited to "fill up their 
tanks" at a barbecue dinner Aug. 18, a hot-dog cookout Aug. 19, a 
Commander's Ride kickoff dinner Aug. 20, and a breakfast hosted 
by Post 1451's Auxiliary on Aug. 21. 

"The Wheatfield Legion Riders are looking forward to meeting 
Riders from around the country to learn what they're doing, and to 
show how we have helped the military in our region," said Sam 
Reeder, director of Post 1451's Riders chapter. 

Post 1451 will conduct a raffle to raise money for The American 
Legion's Legacy Scholarship Fund. The top prize is a $750 Sunoco 
gas card. 

To participate in any of the planned events, RSVP via email. 
Kl wheatfieldlegionrider5l451@hotmail,com 

Lodging recommendations and other information is available at 
the Wheatfield Legion Riders website. 
^ www.wheatfieldlegionrider5.org 
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A Sign of Good Faith' 

American Indian veterans in the Southwest want a more permanent VA presence. 



STORY & PHOTOS BY PHILIP M. CALLAGHAN 

oy Yazzie, an American Indian, fought in the 
Vietnam War as a Marine. He doesn't hear 
well, battles diabetes and struggles with 
post-traumatic stress disorder. On far too many 
nights, he just can't go to sleep. 

Through VA, he sees a social worker once a 
month and a psychiatrist every two months. He 
also takes medication daily. 

Yazzie says the health care itself is good. How- 
ever, the distance and staffing levels could be 
improved. "Sometimes it takes you quite a while to 
see someone, even if you've already made an 
appointment," he said during a visit to the Chinle 
Vet Center in northeastern Arizona on the Navajo 
reservation. 

The biggest problem is distance: the Navajo 
Nation covers more than 27,000 square miles, 
across some of the most sparsely populated land in 
Arizona, New Mexico and Utah. Patients often 
travel hundreds of miles to get VA health care, and 
providers often travel hundreds of miles to give it. 

From his home in Farmington, N.M., Yazzie has 
to drive to the VA medical center in Albuquerque, 
about 180 miles away. "I would like more VA 
health care in Farmington," he says. "When you're 
stressed out, sometimes you don't want to travel 
very far. I don't feel like driving." 



Emmarie Sheppard, an Army veteran who drives 
Chinle's mobile veterans center, agrees that 
transportation is a serious barrier to local veterans 
receiving treatment. 

"They say that Chinle is the central location of 
the Navajo Nation (in Arizona)," she says. "It's 
centralized, yes, but (VA) doesn't take into consid- 
eration that, depending on where you're coming 
from, people have to drive on 70 miles of dirt road. 
I wouldn't come here for services. It's just too 
much of a hassle." 

On the contrary, VA is well aware of transporta- 
tion issues in rural settings. Rod Sepulveda, the 
Northern Arizona VA Health Care System's rural 
health program coordinator, is responsible for 
assessing the needs of communities and helping 
develop solutions. 

"For example, we don't want anyone driving more 
than an hour to get VA health care," he says. As a 
result, VA clinics are planned for Chinle, Flagstaff 
and other Arizona locations in the Navajo Nation. 

VA tries to place facilities so that most patients 
have to travel no more than 60 miles, Sepulveda 
says, "but because of the road conditions, we're 
planning them for 60 miles or less. We're trying 
to locate clinics to make them more accessible to 
our vets - not just Native Americans, but all 





veterans. That's the key thing we have to empha- 
size. When we're out here as VA, we're looking at 
every single veteran. We can't treat different 
people different ways." 

VA signed memoranda of understanding with the 
Indian Health Service in 2003 and 2010, pledging 
to find more effective ways to improve the delivery 
of health care to Indian reservations. 

In Sepulveda's own region, VA's Office of Rural 
Health (ORH) has funded several health-care 
initiatives, including 
a mobile medical 
unit. "(ORH) actually 
paid for that entire 
unit," he says. "Just 
about everything 
we've asked for, 
we've actually 
gotten." 

Vet Centers are 
another matter. VA 
doesn't own or 

maintain them, but provides personnel to staff 
them. Ruthie Hunter is a VA social worker who has 
worked with the Navajo tribe for more than 20 
years. She operates out of the Chinle Vet Center, 
where the roof leaks badly. 

"It's important to support providers, so they can 
do what they need to do," Hunter says. "To get 
easy access to health care, you need a place with 
some stability." 

Still, every time it rains or snow melts, workers 
have to move furniture so that it doesn't get wet 
- impeding the center's mission. 

The Navajo Nation has offered to pitch in and 
build new facilities, but Sepulveda says it will take 




years. "They have to withdraw land from the trust, 
then fund it for a specific purpose and go at it that 
way," he says. 

In the meantime. Hunter has to deal with the 
leaky roof and other material shortfalls as she 
pursues her outreach efforts to veterans. Many 
times, veterans are less than specific about their 
concerns or challenges they face, she says. "So 
when they come and talk to me, they might just 
say, 'Well, I'm here for an appointment.' Then I 

just start asking 

It's important to support 
providers, so they can do what 
they need to do. To get easy 
access to health care, you need 
a place with some stability/' 



Ruthie Hunter, VA social worker 
at the Chinle Vet Center 



questions. 

Hunter edu- 
cates communi- 
ties on suicide 
prevention, 
teaching local 
people what they 
can do to help or 
intervene. "At the 
end, I always 
invite the people 

in the audience to tell us about some veterans who 
may be way out there, who are having problems 
accessing services, that I need to know about so 
that I can go out there to see them. We're trying to 
do the outreach." 

VA is also reaching out to rural veterans with 
Home-Based Primary Care (HBPC), which delivers 
a variety of medical services to the homes of 
veterans whose health issues are not effectively 
treated by routine, clinic-based care. The HBPC 
program has found success in the Pueblo Nation. 

Marvin Trujillo is the tribal veterans service 
officer for the Pueblo of Laguna, about 45 miles 
west of Albuquerque. He works with VA medical 
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Part of the landscape' 

Stephanie Birdwell, director ofVA's Office of Tribal Government Relations, 
wants to expand health-care services in Indian country. 

\IIK created the Office of Tribal Government Relations on Jan. 31, 2011. Four days later, VA Secretary 
Eric Shinseki issued a tribal consultation policy for his department, aimed at developing stronger ties 
with the American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian populations. 

Stephanie Birdwell, the office's first director, began her career as a social worker with the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. She spoke with The American Legion Magazine about rural health care for tribal 
communities. 



How does your office reach out to tribal veterans 
in rural areas? 

We're really focusing on venues and events that a lot of 
tribes and veterans attend, and how we can be a presence. 
On the local level, I think it's continuing to show up. You 
just have to keep going. VA becomes part of the landscape 
of Indian country, and that means that tribal leaders, 
veterans and service providers know who we are, they 
know how to get to us, and they know what we have to 
offer. It means going in every year, sometimes, and briefing 
the tribal leadership, making our presence known, 
continuing to go into tribal veterans' offices, sitting down 
over a cup of coffee and finding out what the issues and 
concerns are. Just continuing that communication and 
never letting it go. 

What mechanisms are in place to help fund rural health 
care for tribal veterans and their families? 

Our office works closely with the Office of Rural Health, and 
ORH has allocated roughly $250 million in grants for the 
Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) offices. Tribal 
communities are frequently located within those VISN 
areas and are beneficiaries of those grants. They've really 
done a tremendous job over the past several years in 
allocating funding to the VISNs that really strengthens 
access to health care for veterans in rural areas. Another 
avenue that VA is very much engaged in is the expansion 
of sharing agreements. These can be anything from shared 
facilities. 




personnel, or goods and services. But it can also mean 
reimbursement for care. 

What is the funding relationship between VA, tribal 
governments and the Indian Health Service (IHS)? 

Just like any government operation that has an umbrella, 
that funding is kind of like a patchwork. You might look at a 
budget structure where the tribe took $2 million in federal 
funds, and then they kick in $18 million of their own funds. 
Tribes that operate their own health-care systems, run their 
own businesses, they are frequently subsidizing those 
efforts with their own funds. If they were just relying on 
federal funds appropriated for that function in Indian 
country, they wouldn't be able to make ends meet. 

What future rural health-care priorities do you see 
for tribal veterans? 

One of the primary roles of our office was to implement the 
secretary's tribal consultation policy - making sure that the 
tribes had a voice at the table to express their concerns 
about needs and challenges, and sometimes practical 
advice. Looking into the future, I always like to say that our 
office and our team - we don't do health care, we don't do 
benefits or cemeteries, per se. But through our efforts we 
like to enhance the relationship that exists between tribes 
and VA. So through bringing the right folks to the table, 
and helping the conversation move forward, we see 
increased acce^ tS health care for our veterans in rural 
areas. ^^^^ 

- Philip M. Callaghan 
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If you, or a loved one, has developed 

BLADDER CANCER 

After taking the Type 2 Diahetes medication 

ACTOS" 

Then you may be eligible to file a lawsuit against the drug's manufacturer. 

On June 15, 201 1 , the U.S. Food and Drug Administration warned the public 
that use of the diabetes drug Actos (pioglitazone) for more than a year may 
be associated with an increased risk of bladder cancer. 

Contact us immediately if you have been afflicted in this way, as there 
are time limits regarding your ability to file a claim. 

Weitz & Luxenberg can help you understand your legal options. We are one For a free consultation please call us today at 1 -888-41 1 -LAWS (5297). 




of America's largest trial law and products liability law firms representing 
injured persons with billions of dollars in total verdicts and settlements, and 
are committed to represent your interests aggressively and professionally. 
Our leadership experience in such national litigations as asbestos injuries, 
defective medical products and medicines, environmental toxic torts and oth- 
ers has given thousands of clients the confidence to entrust us with their 
most serious legal issues. 



WEITZ LUXENBERG PC . 



LAW OFFICES 



ASBESTOS I DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES I ENVIRONMENTAL I NEGUGENCE 



700 Broadway j New York, NY 10003 

BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY & CALIFORNIA 

1.888.411. LAWS I www.weitzlux.com 



www.ActosIssues.com 



ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We may associate 
with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. Not licensed to practice law in 
Louisiana. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by state law or rule. 
GARY KLEIN, Esq. 
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offices to get HBPC for Pueblo veterans, calling it 
"awesome care for the veterans, especially in the 
rural communities, because you have a visiting 
nurse, a doctor, specialists who come out to the 
veteran. They do a screening process for the 
veteran and for the residence," and make disabled 
veterans' homes more accessible with ramps and 
other modifications. 

Trujillo, a Navy and Marine Corps veteran, says 
VA deserves praise for the HBPC program. "They 
do the blood testing, go back to Albuquerque and 
get the results the 
same day. If a 
veteran needs 
medication, they can 
send it overnight to 
them. The veterans 
can use telemedicine 
right in their homes 
and send their vital 
signs via computer 
or phone lines." 

While improvements are under way in VA rural 
health care on the reservations, most are geared 
toward male Navajo and Pueblo patients. When it 
comes to women's health care, a different story is 
told. Cassandra Morgan is a Marine Corps veteran 
who has been working with Navajo veterans since 
1996, helping them file disability claims and 
sometimes translating for them at claims hearings. 
She says that VA health care for female veterans in 
the rural setting "is almost nonexistent. It's 
difficult because education is lacking at all levels." 

The only adequate health care Morgan says she's 
received was at the VA clinic in Albuquerque, 140 
miles away from her home in Gallup, N.M. At her 
local community-based outpatient clinic, "exams 
are kind of uncomfortable because we've only 
had male doctors there." Recently, the clinic got a 
female physician's assistant. 

"Doctors need sensitivity training for female 
patients," Morgan says. "Our health problems 
are from trauma in the military, not because we 
are women." 

Distance has been another obstacle for 
Morgan in getting the health care she needs. 



Two years ago, she enrolled in a 12-week women's 
PTSD clinic at the VA medical center in Albuquer- 
que, two and a half hours away. "I tried it for six 
weeks, and then the weather got bad," she says. 
"I had to stop the program." 

Even so, Morgan hasn't stopped reaching out to 
veterans. Neither have dozens of other specialists 
in tribal communities, such as Van Poyer at the 
Chinle Vet Center, who believes the best way to 
improve rural health care is to build more perma- 
nent facilities and staff them with permanent VA 

employees. 

"They need to 
build a VA clinic 
right here on the 
reservation, so that 
our veterans don't 
have to travel so 
far - so there's 
actual Native 
American staff they 
would feel comfortable talking to and coming to 
for help," he says. 

Such an investment would be "a sign of good 
faith," Morgan says. "The mobile thing doesn't 
help. We have too many things that don't stay. And 
the vets out here feel used - if not by the politi- 
cians, then by organizations who want our num- 
bers. If you could even have a small building with 
two or three people that says 'Veterans Administra- 
tion,' you're going to have that place packed." II 

Philip M. Callaghan is director of media marketing 
for The American Legion. 



'We don't want anyone 
driving more than an hour 
to get VA health care/' 

Rod Sepulveda, the Northern Arizona 
VA Health Care System's rural health 
program coordinator 




Read The American 
Legion's report about 
the quality of rural 
health care provided 
by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 
^ wwwJegion.org/ 
veteranshealthcare/ 
ruralhealth 
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Weight Sl.lOlg 
99.93 % pure silver 



This is What REAL MONEY Loolcs Like 

If you believe in the yeuy the euroy and the doUar... stop reading. 
Because this is a story about the silver coin EVERYBODY wants. 



Here's a warning. You read the headlines. You know that 
troubled economic times put global currency on a 
rollercoaster ride. Governments panic and they print paper. 
You can buy your ticket and buckle up. Or you can opt out 
of the Wall Street amusement park and follow those who 
have found a smarter way to build long-term value with 
high-grade collectible silver. And right now, those people 
are lining up for release of new 2012 US. Mint Silver 
Eagles. Today, you can graduate to the front of that line. 
Buy now and you can own these brilliant uncirculated 
Silver Dollars for only $39,951 

America's Newest Silver Eagle Dollar 

In 2012, global demand for silver will surpass supply. That's 
why banks around the world are buying millions of ounces, 
snatching up silver faster than mining companies can pull it 
out of the ground. That voracious appetite for silver guarantees 
fierce competition for the brand new 2012 U.S. Silver Eagles. 
Millions of collectors and dealers from Europe, China and 
India are ready to strike. If you want to claim absolutely 
pristine examples of America's newest Silver Eagle Dollar 
before they do, this is your chance. 

This new release of one of the most beautiful coins in the 
world, gives you one full troy ounce of silver (featuring Miss 
Liberty draped in a U.S. flag) at our lowest price. And the 
clock is ticking. 

A Coin Flip You Can't Afford to Lose 

Why are we releasing this coveted silver dollar for such a 
remarkable price? Because we can. And because we want 
to introduce you to what hundreds of thousands of smart 
collectors and satisfied customers have known since 
1984 — ^New York Mint is the place to find the world's 
finest high-grade coins. That's why we're offering you this 

Tor same coin under identical terms and time period 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor 

coin and currency issues and other collectible numisnmtic products, and is not affiliated with the United 



Brilliant Uncirculated 2012 U.S. Silver Eagle for as little as 
$36.95 (plus s/h) — to prove that New York Mint offers 
the best money you can buy* 

Timing is Everything 

Our advice? Keep this to yourself. Tear out the page if 
you have to, because the more people who know about 
this offer, the worse it is for you. Demand for Silver Eagles 
in 2011 broke records. Experts predict that 2012 Silver 
Eagles may break them all over again. Due to rapid changes 
in the price of silver, prices may be higher or lower and are 
subject to change without notice. Supplies are limited and 
there is a strict limit of 40 per household. Don't miss out. 
Call immediately to add these elusive Silver Eagles to 
your holdings before it's too late. Your chance has come! 



Offer Limited to 40 per household 

2012 American Silver Eagle Coin 

Your cost V4 Coins - $39*95 each + s/h 
5^9 Coins ' $38.95 each + s/h 
10-19 Coins " $37.95 each + s/h 
20A0 Coins - $36.95 each + s/h 

For fastest serviccy call toll-jree 24 hours a day 

1-888-201-7143 



Offer Code ASE149 

Please mention this code when you call. 



14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. ASE149 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
www.NewYorkMint.com 



New York Mint 



BBB 



ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 



of future performance. NOTE: New York Mint® is a private distributor of worldwide government 
States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of May 2012. ©2012 New York Mint, LLC. 



Black'^^White 

(J?_ead No More 

A longtime reporter observes the twilight of American newspapers. 



BY PAULGLADER 

On an Amtrak train rattling from Washing- 
ton to New York while I was a reporter at 
The Wall Street Journal in 2010, I had a 
strange visit from the ghosts of society's future. 

Sitting in business class with ink-stained fingers 
from reading a stack of physical newspapers - the 
JournaU The New York Times and The Washington 
Post - I glanced around the cabin and realized that 
I was the only person reading one. All of my neigh- 
bors were pecking away at Amazon Kindles or 
Apple iPads. In this container on rails, the micro- 
cosm of well-connected travelers showed what 
kind of "Star Trek" world in which we are, or soon 
will be, living. 

I felt like a bumpkin. I was the youngest person 
in the cabin, obsessively digesting the oldest form 
of media. So I began watching how my neighbors 
used their Kindles and iPads. They flitted back and 
forth, like distracted youngsters, between email, 
news sites, books and video games like Angry 
Birds. I convinced my Luddite self that I was 
having a more unique, directed literary experience 
by reading a printed product, put together by 
smart people in a more cohesive order. 

Today, die-hard newspaper readers may feel - 
like I did - increasingly shut out in a digital world. 
It may seem as if they are playing a banjo on stage 
with Metallica or riding a horse to watch the Indy 
500. Or, perhaps, it seems as if they're hstening to 
vinyl records when CDs and MP3 players have 
passed them by. 

In truth, technology is rendering the printed 
newspaper obsolete. There's a silver lining, how- 
ever. You will still earn style points for reading 
print. Newspapers and books will increasingly 
become designer, boutique items and relics of a 
past age - a product demanded only by nostalgia, 
artistic value, political incorrectness (for killing 
trees in a digital world) and scarcity in the future. 
Let's face it: the strongest part of the U.S. econo- 



my is driven by innovation at big technology 
firms - Apple, Google, Facebook, Twitter and other 
players big and small. These companies are often 
among the top 10 market capitalizations for 
U.S. publicly traded companies. 

They are remaking entire industries - music, 
film, TV, news, education, shopping - in ways both 
good and bad. They are changing the way we live. 
And their creative disruptions have upended the 
way people can access and deliver journalistic 
information, as well as the way advertisers pay to 
reach those audiences. Google and others have 
taken advertising out of the hands of newspapers 
and spread it over a much wider swath of media 
outlets, many of which are less prestigious and 
journalistically robust than U.S. newspapers. 

The numbers for newspapers are grim. 
Nationwide, advertiser spending on newspapers 
slid to $22.8 billion in 2010, from a peak of 
$48.6 billion per year in 2000, according to the 
Newspaper Association of America. That's still a 
lot of money, but not enough to support the 
1,000-person staffs that some national and 
metropolitan newspapers employed, nor to cover 
the costs of cutting down trees, buying ink by the 
barrel, printing news on paper and delivering the 
product all over the United States or a major city. 
And 14 percent of all newspaper ad dollars 
shifted to the online column in 2011, up from 
12 percent in 2010. Unfortunately, newspapers 
make a smaller percentage of revenue from online 
advertisements, which are in the hands of Google 
and other middlemen. Meanwhile, Google reported 
$28 billion in revenue from advertising in 2010, 
up 23 percent from $22.8 billion in 2009. 

Paid circulation for U.S. daily newspapers 
totaled 45.6 billion in 2009, down from the peak of 
63.3 billion in 1984, according to Editor & Publish- 
er. The number of newspapers in the United States 
dropped to 1,387 in 2009 from 1,878 in 1940, 
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according to Editor & Publisher International 
Year Book. Cities such as Oakland, Denver, Tucson, 
Cincinnati and Seattle have all lost at least one 
major newspaper in recent years. It is worthwhile, 
perhaps, to reflect on what we are losing as 
newspapers continue to die. 

Failure to Innovate. When I was growing up, 
my family clipped out articles any time our 
names or pictures were in the newspaper for an 
achievement: new job, photo of kids at the fair, 
sports results. The newspaper was a hub of our 
lives and community. 

When I was about 12 I landed my first job, as a 
newspaper carrier for the Rapid City Journal Every 
morning, a car dropped off two stacks of newspa- 
pers in front of my house around 6 a.m. My sister, 
Rachel, and I would wake up, count the papers and 
glance at headlines as we delivered them on our 
neighborhood routes through rain, snow and 
summer heat. We fended off pit bulls and occa- 
sional shady characters asking for a paper. Once a 
month, we'd go around with a small brown canvas 
bag to collect the payment of $15 or so from each 
customer. Some of our customers regularly gave us 
tips of $2, $5, $10. Some gave us candy. One family 
put fruitcakes in a mailbox for us at Christmas- 
time. Another woman wrote a tribute to us to the 
newspaper's "Letters to the Editor." 

On Saturdays, I knocked on doors of nonsub- 
scribers, aiming to persuade them to join up. It 
often worked, and the percentage of subscribers 
on my route jumped from 50 to 80. The newspaper 
gave me prizes - free tickets to concerts, films, 
the county fair, and six-packs of Coke - for my 
sales efforts. To a teenager, it was the best job in 
the world. It allowed me to meet my neighbors 
and have a relationship with them. I felt a sense 
of community. 

It's partly the fault of newspaper companies 
themselves for the increasingly lost sense of 
community. They failed to innovate ahead of 
technological advances. Instead of being the 
engine for change in the way people use and 
consume news, they were often riding in the 
caboose of the train. Many newspapers are still 
standing, still reporting, and still printing for 
their declining, and paying, audience. And they 
are trying to figure out how to migrate their 
news products over to websites and mobile 
devices in a way that makes money. 

Newspapers were flush with cash for decades 
before the Internet arrived. Some editors have 
compared the profit margins of newspapers 



before 2000 to selling drugs. In some parts of the 
world, such as India, Poland and Germany, people 
are still reading newspapers, and normal profit 
margins remain. But the United States is seeing a 
different picture altogether. 

In the 1990s, my family moved to rural South 
Dakota, and I started writing. I wrote for a page in 
the Rapid City Journal that was produced by 
high-school students in the region. 

Later, I met an editor at Indianapolis' evening 
paper, the NewSy who became a mentor. I worked 
on the editorial page off and on between 1994 and 
1997, learning the ropes of proofreading, editorial 
writing and news writing. Part of my job was to 
interact with the union workers who cut and 
pasted the newspaper each day before the pages 
were photographed and etched into the plates that 
went on the rollers of the newsprint presses each 
day. I had the life of a cub reporter, riding my bike 
to work in Indianapolis with a camera and lunch 
strapped in a pack on my back. 

I remember when a guy in our office became 
interested in the Internet, and we added a sole 
Macintosh computer with an America Online 
account. Only in the late '90s, when I was a student 
at the University of South Dakota, did I start to 
realize how advertising was moving from printed 
newspapers to online news sources. Many of us in 
the journalism world brushed it off as a temporary 
phenomenon - similar to the arrival of radio and 
TV - and one that wouldn't knock print journalism 
from its pedestal of intellectual prestige. 

Every year during college, I interned at a differ- 
ent news organization - The Emporia Gazette in 
Kansas, Gannett News Service in Washington and 
The Prague Tribune in the Czech Republic. During 
my senior year in 2001, as I was editor of my 

college newspaper, I landed 
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GET BACK IN THE WATER SAFELY: k SAFE STEP TO COMFORT AND INDEPENDENCE 




The MOST DANGEROUS room 
in your home... the bathroom 

yd ccording to The New York Times*, the 
./I. bathroom can be the most dangerous room 
in the home. Hundreds of thousands of falls 
and accidents happen each year. 

FACT: 1 in 3 adults 65+ fall each year, and falls are 
the leading cause of injury death as well as 
the most common cause of nonfatal injuries 
and hospital admissions for trauma.** 

•BAKALAR, NICHOLAS, "Watch Your Step While Washing Up." New Yor1< Times 1 6, Aug, 201 1 
New Yorl< Edition ed., Section D sec: D7. Web "CDC - Center for Disease Control and Prevention 



SAFETY NEVER FELT SO GOOD: 




Safe Step Tubs have received the 
Ease-of-Use Commendation from 
the Arthritis Foundation 



A Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
will offer independence 
to those seeking a safe and 
easy way to bathe right in 
the convenience and 
comfort of your own home. 
Constructed and built right 
here in America for safety 
and durability from the 
ground up. Plus with more 
standard features than any 
other tub: 

• Less than 4-inch step up*** 

• Built in 17-inch high 
seat for stability 

• In-line Heater 

• Ozone Sanitizer 

• No-Strength Locking handle 

• Gentle Jet™ System, 
16 air streams and 
10 water jets 




• Lifetime warranty on the 
tub and door seal 

A Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
also offers life changing 
therapeutic relief from 
all kinds of aches and 
pains. Featuring carefully 
engineered dual hydro 



massage and air bubble 
jets — ^both strategically 
placed to target sore 
muscles and joints in your 
legs and back. 

These tubs are designed 
to easily fit your existing 
tub space without a full 



I remodel. Installation is 
^ included in the package 
M and our installers are 
insured and certified in 
walk-in tub installation- all 
work is 100% guaranteed. 

^jjjtf Offering the highest 
"'^ quality and service 
while maintaining a low 
affordable price, there just 
isn't a better walk-in tub 
on the market. 

So take your first step 
towards feeling great and 
stay in the home you love. 

***0n uninstalled tub, actual height may vary based 
upon installation 



Call now toll-free 

1-877-642-9469 

for more information and 
for our Senior Discounts. 

Financing available with approved credit. 




Walk- I i\i "Tu b 

www.safesteptub.com 





$750 OFF 

when you mention this ad 

for a limited time oniy 

Call Toil-Free 1-877-642-9469 

Saf^^tstep 

Walk-Iini "Tub Oo. 



internships at The Indianapolis Star and the San 
Francisco bureau of The Wall Street Journal. 

The dot-com boom had gone bust in the Bay 
Area. Most taxi drivers in San Francisco shutthng 
me to interviews and meetings were laid-off 
dot-com workers. Newspapers and other traditional 
media thought they had a fighting chance, and 
reahzed that they needed to evolve and build Web 
businesses. The Journal and a few other publica- 
tions wisely began charging for access to, as well 
as selling advertising on, their websites. Many 
other newspapers, by contrast, posted their stories 
for free, reaping surges in page views and some 
online advertising but at much lower revenue rates. 

After stints at The Washington Post and The 
Associated Press, I joined the Journal in 2002, full 
time. I moved from writing about health and 
science to penning a weekly travel-industry col- 
umn, from covering the metals and mining indus- 
try for nearly four years to writing about large 
conglomerates such as General Electric Co., Sie- 
mens and Philips during the financial crisis. 

Stories took me all over the world, from Korea 
and Argentina to India, Paris and Trinidad. 
I toured coal mines, steel mills, aircraft engine 
facilities and universities. I reported on trends in 
waterslide parks, snowboarding high schools and 
the lone bagpipes major in America. 

At times, while writing about young people and 
education, I would watch how they used technol- 
ogy. I was astonished at how they didn't read 
traditional newspapers, but rather aggregated their 
own content online - the same way they consumed 
music. I realized that the future of newspapers 
would be bleak if the industry did not innovate. 

The Shrinking Newsroom. The circulations of 
U.S. daily newspapers continue to struggle. Dozens 
have gone out of business. Those still standing are 
largely seeing revenue, advertising and subscribers 
declining. As a result, they are often printing fewer 
pages and cutting costs by laying off staff - report- 
ers, editors, receptionists. For example, in May, the 
175-year-old New Orleans Times-Picayune laid off 
200 employees, including nearly half of its 
173-member newsroom. Its parent company. 
Advance Publications, said the paper would only 
publish three days a week and shift more focus to 
online news. The website NewspaperLayoffs.com 
has counted roughly 41,000 layoffs and buyouts at 
newspapers nationwide since 2007. 

The loss of newspapers and declining revenues 
means fewer reporters digging into city budgets, 
attending city meetings and sports events, reporting 



news for and about the community. Fewer journal- 
ists are employed to do the kind of reporting that 
exposes problems in society with cops, crime and 
city budgets. Fewer journalists are out there keep- 
ing city officials - or other power brokers - honest. 

Hyperlocal blogs have sprung up, but are usually 
operated by untrained journalists who don't have 
the time to really report on important local topics 
such as crime and government. They often end up 
being local boosters and cheerleaders, promoting 
new restaurants and businesses that have opened 
in a city. A few startups with financial backing - 
such as The Huffington Post, Slate and Drudge 
Report - have created new models by aggregating 
news and publishing Web-only journalism. 

At the national level, the decline of newspapers 
means fewer people from various states working as 
Washington correspondents, reporting on mem- 
bers of Congress, the White House and the federal 
judiciary. Between 2006 and 2009, U.S. newspapers 
eliminated more than 40 Washington-regional 
reporter jobs by layoffs, buyouts or attrition. 

Sure, some new startups, such as POLITICO, 
sprouted to report on government and political 
news. Bloomberg News and The Atlantic Group are 
hiring reporters for their publications. But those 
publications tend to be online rather than printed. 
And they aren't likely to cover the Iowa delegation 
in Washington for readers in Dubuque. 

U.S. newspapers such as the Post and The Boston 
Globe are closing foreign bureaus and shrinking 
their reporting presence abroad. According to 
American Journalism Review, 18 newspapers and 
two entire chains have closed all their foreign 
bureaus in the past dozen years. War correspon- 
dents such as Ernie Pyle and Anthony Shadid, who 
died in February at just 43 while covering the 
conflict in Syria, are rare commodities as fewer 
news organizations can afford to sponsor them. 

Thousands of journalists are out of work as 
newspapers have cut staffing levels, often targeting 
older, experienced reporters and editors who make 
higher salaries. They are often replaced by young- 
er reporters who are supposed to blog, tweet, 
report, shoot and edit videos, and speak on TV 
about stories they have little time to report. The 
stories themselves are shorter and often with less 
depth, geared to a Web audience and readers with 
shorter attention spans. 

Many former journalists now work as corporate 
storytellers and marketing writers. Some work for 
nonprofit journalism organizations - ProPublica, 
The Texas Tribune and California Watch - that are 
funded by donors rather than subscribers. 
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Nationwide Coin and Bullion Reserve announces the final release of 2,500 

congressionally authorized, fully backed by the U.S. Government, completely free of 
dealer mark up, $5 Gold American Eagles at the incredible price of only $165.00 each. 



FINAL RELEASE 

Q^you had $25,000 in gold in 2001 at $290 per oz you would have over $100,000 at 
today's gold prices. Numerous experts are now predicting gold at $5,000 an ounce; your 
$25,000 could be worth $ 1 25,000 in the near future. This at cost offer for American citizens may 
be your final opportunity to own government gold free of dealer mark up. Due to extremely 
limited supplies we must adhere to a strict limit of ten coins per household. Nationwide Coin 
and Bullion Reserve has set these beautifijl U.S. Government gold coins for immediate public 
release and cannot guarantee sufficient inventory to supply current demand. This at cost public 
offer will sell out immediately. Overage orders may be cancelled and your checks returned 
uncashed. Ordering now may be your last chance to own these magnificent government issued 
gold coins at this level. Order now to avoid disappointment. CALL TOLL FREE 877-817-1220 



24 HOURS A DAY • 7 DAYS A WEEK 



MINIMUM ORDER 5 COINS 

Strict lifetime limit of ten coins per household. 



KEY CODE: ALM-120707 

Coins enlarged to show detail. 



SPECIAL ARRANMilliiSITS NOW AVAILABLE FOR OMERS OVER $25,000 




The industry is sorting itself out. 
Newspapers are investing in technology - new 
computers, smartphones, cameras, video equip- 
ment. Long gone are the union workers cutting and 
pasting pages. They have been replaced by a few 
designers laying out the paper to go straight to the 
printing plant. Even designers are being consoli- 
dated; it is common for a design hub to lay out the 
print pages for a newspaper hundreds of miles 
away. But U.S. newspapers still need reporters and 
editors making phone calls, visiting crime scenes, 
interviewing politicians and sports stars - ferreting 
out information that is important to a community. 

Newspapers face the schizophrenic proposition 
of both maintaining older readers and trying to 
pick up younger readers with these new-media 
methods. Meanwhile, new startups are cropping 
up, carving out particular niches where they can 
sell ads and produce journalistic content. POLITI- 
CO, for example, was started by two political 
reporters who left The Washington Post (after 
trying to launch a similar publication inside the 
Post). The publication is now a must-read on 
Capitol Hill, almost more so than the Post. 

In 2011, 1 left The Wall Street Journal to take a 
fellowship in Germany and to launch my own 
website: WiredAcademic.com, which follows 
education innovation and e-learning trends. Start- 
ing a digital medium in 2012 is more thrilling to me 
than working at a top-drawer publication that was a 
dream job in 2002. The site focuses on how technol- 
ogy is changing schools and universities around the 
country. More students are taking online classes 
each year, and the classroom is being upended. 

Similarly, there will continue to 
^^^^ be fewer ink-stained fingers 
^^H| and fewer piles of newsprint, 
^^^ft While newspapers repre- 

^^Ht sent a tangible good in the 
^^Dp^ same way that high school 
gymnasiums and college 




campuses feel special, these objects will become 
anachronistic, fading relics of the past. In 2009, 
however, the West Coast literary journal McSwee- 
ney's published a 320-page newspaper called the 
San Francisco Panorama, selling it for $5 on the 
street and $16 in bookstores. Star writers such as 
Stephen King, Michael Chabon and others contrib- 
uted. The entire print run sold out in 90 minutes. 

A Prediction. What do the ghosts of tomorrow 
have to say? Taking a close look at the habits of 
today's readers and the changes by newspaper 
companies gives some indications. By 2020, most 
newspapers will be published only on weekends, 
preferring to deliver news, features and commen- 
tary to subscribers during the week by electronic 
devices - tablets, smartphones and other electronic 
gizmos. That's clearly starting to happen in some 
markets, such as New Orleans and Detroit. 

During the next eight years, we will see the 
ongoing, painful transition as printed products 
become pricey, boutique items. Meanwhile, readers 
will grow more accustomed to paying subscription 
fees for the online news content they value. The 
New York Times and the nation's largest newspaper 
chain, Gannett, have joined The Wall Street Journal 
in introducing graduated pay walls. 

Then, one day, newspapers will cease to exist. 
They will become a misnomer, an entry in the 
history books. Instead of "newspapers," the Times 
and The Elkhart Truth will be called "news pub- 
lishers," "news producers" or "news organiza- 
tions." More and more, we'll read news on digital 
devices alongside our coffee, oatmeal and toast. 

Until then, the Luddites out there can roll down 
the lonely railroad tracks, enjoying their newspa- 
pers in a stylistic fashion proposed by the humorist 
Garrison Keillor: "A man at a laptop is a man at a 
desk, a still, a drone. Where is the nobility here? 
He hunches forward, his eyes glaze, and heads of 
saliva glitter in the corners of his mouth and make 
their way down his chin as he becomes engrossed 
in the video of the fisherman falling out of the 
boat. A newspaper reader, by comparison, is a 
swordsman, a wrangler, a private eye. Holding a 
newspaper frees you to express yourself, sort of 
like holding a sax did for Coltrane." || 

Paul Glader is the CEO and managing editor at 
WiredAcademic.com. He spent nearly 20 years 
writing for daily newspapers, including The 
Indianapolis Star, The Washington Post and 
The Wall Street Journal, and continues to do so 
on occasion. 
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STUMP 
REMOVAL 

FAST& EASY! S 



Eliminate Landscape 
Eyesores with a 
DR® STUMP GRINDER! 

• EXPAND lawn areas. 

• OPEN UP fields & 
meadows. 

• BLAZE new trails 

• REMOVE mowing 
hazards. 
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The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses carbide-tipped 5 

cutting teeth that take over 360 "bites" per 5 

second, to pulverize stumps into a pile of wood- © 

chips. Quickly and easily, you can grind any size g 
tree stump below ground level. Gone forever! 

Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! 

TOLL-FREE 

800-731-0257 

DRstumpgrinder.com 





TRY A DR® FIELD AND 
BRUSH MOWER WITH OUR 

6-MONTH 

TRIAL! 

CLEAR meadows, trails, underbrush 
from woodlots, pastures 

CUT 8-foot field grass, 
saplings 3" thick, tough brush 

[chop everything 
into small pieces 



Self-Propelled 
and Tow-Behind 
Models 





EE DVD & Catalog! 

TOLL-FREE 

800-731-025r 

DRfieldbrush.com 



SPLIT LOGS 
FAST! 
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The DR® 10-TON ELECTRIC DUAL- 
ACTION LOG SPLITTER is more than 
twice as fast as other electric splitters. 

Our X2 RAM two-way splitting wedge lets you 
SPLIT LOGS IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. No 

more time lost waiting for the wedge to return 
to its starting position as with ordinary splitters. 

Gasoline and 3-point hitch DUAL-ACTION 
models also available. 

Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! 

TOLL-FREE ^ 

800-731-0257 

DRIogsplitters.com 




Covered by Medicare & Most Private Insurance 



Your Impotence Solution Has A New Design! 

VACURECT™ 

The Vacurect™ Vacuum Erection Device (VED) is 
Compact • Lightweight • One Piece Design • Lifetime Warranty • Registered with the FDA 



VACURECT SYS 




□ R 




CDMPETITDR'S VACUUM 
ERECTION DEVICES 



VACURECT 
□ NE PIECE DESIGN 



BONRO 

MEDICAL 



Call today TOLL-FREE! 
1-877-266-7699 

BONRO IVIedical Inc. 

4490 Washington Rd., 
BIdg. 100, Suite 16, 
Evans, GA. 30809 

Visit our website: www.bonro.com 



□ Yes, I would like to receive a free patient information kit. 

Name 

Address 

City 



State 



_Zip. 



Phone 

Please fax (706) 210-4740 or mail completed coupon to: 
BONRO Medical: PO. Box 1880 Evans, GA 30809 08.12 



RECOMMENDED 
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1 came to America as a child of 8 with my mother. 
I soon learned it was my responsibility to learn to 
speak English, if I wanted to access all the freedoms 
and opportunities America had to offer. I also learned 
it was my responsibility to know America's proud 
history, and to understand that if it wasn't for America, 
the world would be in chaos. Sometimes my love for 
this country strikes people as awkward. I don't care. 

"The greatness of America, the freedoms we have 
and the opportunities we are given are made 
possible only by the proud men and women of 
our military. Politicians mean well, I suppose. 
But wars are not won by talking, which is why 
V KISS has always been proud to support our 
" troops and our veterans. A dollar from every 
single ticket sold on the last tour went directly 
to wounded warriors. ^ 
And we are taking active I 
steps today to hire vets. I ^.^^I^HBIl^ 

It's the least we could do. I ^^^^^BH 

It's the least America I ^^"^ 

should do." I 



Gene Simmons 
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Finely Engraved with - 
'NAVY' and the Navy motto.\ 
"VALOR, HONOR, GLORT' ■, 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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LIMITED-TIME OFFER reservation application send no money now { 

Reservations will be accepted on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

Respond as soon as possible to 
reserve your ring. 



JEWELRY ^ 




SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
To assure a proper fit, a ring sizer 
will be sent to you after your 
reservation has been accepted. 

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service. Allow 



ment of your watch. Sales subject to 
product availability and order acceptance. Q■^^ 



Neither the U.S. Navy nor any other 
component of the Department of 
Defense has approved, endorsed, 
or authorized this product. 



P.O. Box 806 • Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806 

YES. Please reserve the "For My Sailor" 
Sterling Silver and Black Onyx Ring for me 

as described in this announcement. 

Signature 



Mrs. Mr. Ms. 




Name (Please Print Clearly) 


Address 




City 


State Zip 


E-Mail (optional) 


01-12879-002-E94901 



Comes complete with a 
custom presentation case 
and a special 'Tor My 
Sailor'' sentiment card 



©2012 BGE 01-12879-002-BIR 
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[VERBATIM] 



'■The election's done. We 
don't have opponents anymore. 
Now it's time to come together, 
to work together to move 
this state forward. 

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Wall<er, 

who won the right to finish his term in a 
recall challenge June 5. Walker is the first 
U.S. governor to survive a recall attempt, 
brought on when he took away the union 
rights of most public workers as part of 
a strategy to curb state spending. 

Are we the only ones who 
are brave on the planet? ... 
I mean, it's just stupid, I think. I'm 
embarrassed. I'm embarrassed 
every time I hear it. 

Radio tall<-show host Bill Press, 

admitting he is on a "major crusade" to 
replace "The Star-Spangled Banner" 
as the national anthem 

When the chips are down, 
when life is tough, you really 
see the true qualities of an 
individual. 

Frank Hillery of Boston, whose son, Kevin, 
is the first paraplegic to graduate from the 
U.S. Naval Academy. The 22-year-old 
was paralyzed in 2011 when a tree fell on him 
while he was bicycling, ending his dream of 
becoming a Navy SEAL. Hillery missed 
a semester but finished with his class, 
and now plans to attend law school. 

^ The whole thing? 

This whole locker is mine? ' ' 

Andy Zhang, 14, the youngest golfer in 
the history of the U.S. Open, when officials 
showed him where he'd store his gear 
at the Olympic Club in San Francisco 

^^The soldier, above all other 
people, prays for peace, for he 
must suffer and bear the deepest 
wounds and scars of war. 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur, in his farewell 
speech given at West Point on May 12, 1962 

Sources: Bloomberg, Current TV, Golfweek, WBAL-TV 



ORMAND 



Veterans gather again 
in the land they liberated 
68 years ago. 




above: D-Day veterans 
Eugene Cook of 
Newnan, Go., left, and 
John Perozzi of Cherry 
Hill,NJ., helped the 
Airborne Museum in 
Ste. Mere-Eglise break 
ground on a major 
expansion. 

right: American Legion 
National Commander 
Fang Wong, center. 
National Sergeant-at- 
Arms David Louie, left, 
and Auxiliary National 
President Kris Nelson 
hoist the colors at 
the Normandy 
American Cemetery 
near Omaha Beach. 

Photos by Jeff stoffer 
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left: An active-duty color guard stands before 
wreaths laid in memory of D-Day sacrifices. 
below: Wong enjoys a chat with Air Force Academy 
senior Jeremiah King of Ohio, a former American 
Legion Buckeye Boys State participant 
bottom: Wong accepts a medal, similar in stature to 
the U.S. Congressional Gold Medal, from Dr. Claude 
Gatignol oftheAssemblee Nationale, during an event 
honoring The American Legion. 



John Perozzi, 92, had not been to Normandy since 
he arrived by parachute on June 6, 1944. On the 
68th anniversary of the D-Day invasion, he stood in the 
rain on a narrow street in Ste. Mere-Eglise and soaked 
it all in. "I am so impressed with the people and the way 
they rebuilt their town ... so many happy faces," he said, 
displaying a chest full of medals, including his newest, 
the French Legion of Honor, which he received during 
this year's anniversary activities in France. "I am very proud 
and blessed that I could come here." 

The New Jersey veteran was among many notable 
figures who joined American Legion National Commander 
Fang Wong and American Legion Auxiliary National 
President Kris Nelson in honoring the invasion's memory 
and those who gave their lives in the march to victory. 

Others who visited France included Secretary of the Army 
John McHugh and Lt. Gen. Mark Hertling, commanding 
general of the U.S. Army Europe and the 7th Army, as well as 
Brig. Gen. Alan Stolte of the U.S. Army Civil Affairs & 
Psychological Operations Command (Airborne), and 
hundreds of active-duty troops from the U.S. Air Force 
Academy in Colorado and duty stations around the world. 




above: Kaye Weninger of Locust Valley, N.Y., and Ste. Mere-Eglise 
Mayor Marc Lefevre unveil a new sign recognizing a sister-city 
relationship that began as "Operation Democracy" in the 
post-World War II recovery, www.operationclemocracy.com 
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[LEGION BASEBALL] 

ESPN3 to air Legion World Series 

American Legion Baseball fans 
nationwide will have the opportunity to 
watch the 2012 American Legion World 
Series games live at ESPN3.com. This is 
the second year that the 15-game series - 
scheduled for Aug. 17-21 in Shelby, N.C. - 
will air on the popular online streaming 
service. The games can be viewed on 
Macs, PCs and mobile devices for free. 

ESPN3 is a 24/7 sports destination 
currently available in approximately 
70 million homes, at no additional cost to 
fans who receive their high-speed Internet 
connection or cable-TV video subscription 
from an affiliated service provider. The 
streaming service is also available to 
approximately 21 million U.S. college 
students and U.S.-based military 
personnel, via computers connected to 
on-campus and on-base networks. 

In addition to the Legion World Series, 
ESPN3 will cover related events, such as 
the Montgomery Gentry concert on 
Aug. 16, and the Legion's salute to 
military families and Blue Star 
Banner Day on Aug. 19. 

See the complete game 
schedule online. 

^ www.legion.org/baseball 





[HISTORY] 

A 'calculated insult' 

Britain's Daily Mail reports that the European Union is 
opening a museum of European history that will 
describe World War II as "the European Civil War." To its 
credit, the paper calls the renaming and mislabeling of 
World War II a "calculated insult," noting that millions 
died "from India, Australia, New Zealand, the United 
States and across the world ... to defend freedom from 
Nazi and Japanese tyranny." 



[TECHNOLOGY] 

'Trek'-llke translator 
tool for troops 

Borrowing a page from "Star 
Trek," Raytheon BBN 
Technologies has developed 
"a portable, two-way 
translation device that 
facilitates the exchange of 
information across a 
language barrier." The 
real-life universal translator 
supports translations 
between English and Arabic, Pashto, Dari, 
Farsi, Malaysian and Indonesian. 

According to its website, the BBN TransTalk 
allows English to be "automatically translated and 
spoken in the foreign language. The foreign 
language speaker's response is then translated 
automatically into English speech." 

TransTalk software runs on most laptops, tablets 
and desktops, and is also available for 
smartphones, making it an ideal and easy-to-use 
tool for troops in the field. 
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/ didn't know,.. 

asbestos was still a problem. 

I could get sick decades after my service. 

how I would provide for my family. 



Then I Found 

The Branch Law Firm 




Veterans are at a high risk of developing mesothelioma, BR 
lung cancer, and other asbestos-related illnesses. Symptoms 
may take years to develop, with many veterans becoming ill ASBESTOS 

decades after exposure. The Branch Law Firm has a long 
history of representing veterans, and we are here to help. 



DANGER 



CANCER AND LUNG DISEASE HAZARD 



If you have been diagnosed with mesothelioma or lung cancer 

contact us today for your free consultation. 

Turner W. Branch, a principal and senior partner of the Branch Law Firm 
retired as a 1st Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps in 1968. 
He served on active duty in Camp Pendleton, California and at the Marine Corps 
Air Facility (MCAF) in Santa Ana, California. While at Camp Pendleton he served 
with the Second Battalion, Fifth Marines, First Marine Division (FMF) USMC. 

BRANCH LAW FIRM ' 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

(800)828-4529 I www.branchlawfirm.com I (800)243-3535 
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[ENTERTAINMENT] 

LEGIONNAIRE, WIFE WIN 'AMAZING RACE' 

BY STEVE B. BROOKS 

Throughout his 16-year military career, which included a yearlong deployment to Iraq, 
Wisconsin Army National Guard Maj. Dave Brown Jr. has been tested mentally, 
emotionally and physically. It was great preparation for television. 

On May 6, in the season finale of CBS's 'The Amazing Race," Brown and his wife, Rachel, 
beat out 10 other teams to win the show's million-dollar prize. For a grueling 25 days, the 
Army couple traveled around the world, competing in a series of challenges. 

Brown, a member of American Legion Post 2930 in Madison, Wis., and an ROTC 
instructor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, has served as an intelligence officer, a 
Black Hawk pilot, and a recruiting and retention executive officer. He spoke with The 
American Legion Magazine about the race, and how his military service helped get him 
and his wife across the finish line. 

Millions of people tuned in, and they saw every 
disagreement, argument or cross word that you and 
Rachel exchanged. Was that difficult? 

We knew that during the course of the race the edits could 
lead to perceptions, and that perceptions become reality. But 
we tried to focus solely on the race. I considered it to be my 
job for 25 days. We've had the opportunity to review the 
episodes, and we could have been perceived to be the 
bickering couple. But our friends and family know how we 
really are. 

You finished filming months ago. How difficult was it to 
keep quiet about your win until the final episode aired? 

Thankfully, Rachel and I competed together. I couldn't 
imagine having competed 
with a friend or another 
person and not be able to 
disclose it to my wife. But 
what I think about is that 
Rachel and I were the team 
that had something to lose (by 
sharing the results with 
others). Above and beyond 
contractual obligations, we 
had the $1 million prize. Other 
teams could talk about it and 
not worry about losing that. 
We definitely considered this to 
be a secret worth retaining. photo courtesy of cb. 

Do you have any special plans for the money? 

There have been no frivolous expenditures. I haven't even 
cashed my check yet. We're both very fiscally responsible. 
We plan to pay down our mortgage. And I've had a cracked 
screen on my iPhone for three months, but I kept it because 
it was still working. I did get a new iPhone screen. 

Steve B. Brooks is multimedia editor for Tine American Legion. 

Watch the Browns dominate the 20th season of CBS's 
"The Amazing Race." 

^ www.cbs.com/shows/amazing_race 




What were your goals going into "The Amazing Race"? 
Was it just to compete well and have a good showing, or 
did you believe you could win it? 

I had every intention of winning the race. I thought our 
individual strengths - the skills that I brought, the skills that 
Rachel brought - would definitely lend themselves toward 
being successful. I had every expectation of us winning. 

How did your military training give you an edge during 
the competition? 

The challenges of the race were very comparative to my 
military training experience. It prepared me for packing by 
necessity, equipment awareness, paying attention to detail. 
I think that every aspect of my military training carried over 
to "The Amazing Race." 

When you were competing, did you feel like you were 
representing the U.S. military? 

Of course. It was at the forefront of my mind. Not only was 
I representing myself and my family, but first and foremost, 
I was representing the Wisconsin Army National Guard and 
the military as a whole. We knew we had to perform not 
only for ourselves, but for the entire military. That was very 
important to us. 
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PERSONAL FINANCE] 



Does your financial plan need schooling? 



FOCUS ON 
FINANCES 




WITH JUNE WALBERT 
&J.J.MONTANARO 



It's back-to-school time. Even if your school days are long 
behind you, this is a perfect time to study and plot your 
financial future. 

First, check out those well-intended 
financial plans we've put together for 
ourselves over the years. Even the best of 
them isn't going to help if you don't follow 
through. Without action, it just becomes a list 
that looks pretty but accomplishes nothing - 
kind of like that treadmill that gets more use 
as a clothes hanger than helping you burn off 
the cheeseburger you had for lunch. 

Fortunately, whether we're talking financial 
plans or treadmills, you've got the smarts to move to the 
head of the class when it comes to managing your money. 
You've just got to get started and then keep the momentum 
going. With that in mind, here are three steps to bring your 
financial plan back to life: 

■ Study it. Are your basic goals and situation still the same? 
If not, it's time for an update. If they are, focus on the action 
items from your plan. For instance, are you still driving with 
possibly inadequate state-mandated insurance coverage? 
Did you ever set up that savings account to start stashing 
away some money for an emergency fund? Did you make 
that call to check out long-term-care insurance? Are your 
wills, powers of attorney and other legal documents 
updated? Typically, when we complete a financial plan with 
a client there are between six and 10 solid "to-dos." Revisit 
your plan and figure out yours. 



■ Create a list and work it. Prioritize your financial action 
items and write down your personal list of critical actions. 
It's helpful to post that list in a place where you can 
see it every day, such as on the refrigerator or 
bathroom mirror. This list represents a commitment 
to action. 

■ Mark your calendar. Both of us have a calendar to 
keep us on track. Use that calendar to mark some 
definitive deadlines with respect to your list. For 
example, commit to calling an estate-planning 
attorney by the middle of next week, or set up a 
financial meeting with your spouse every two 
months to recap your progress. 
Whether it's revisiting your plan to address cash- 
management challenges, tweaking your investments, 
developing roadmaps to dump debt, or formalizing tax- and 
estate-planning goals, we understand there's a lot to 
be done. 

Nothing is more frustrating than procrastinating and 
never getting where you want to go. So as we start another 
school year, seize the opportunity to become a good 
student of your financial plan and take steps toward making 
it a reality. 

June Lantz Walbert and J.J. Montanaro are certified financial 
planners for USA A, The American Legion's preferred provider 
of financial services. Submit questions for their "Ask the 
Financial Expert" column online. 
@ www.legion.org/focusonfinances 
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VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BY VALERIE HEFFNER 



[EDUCATION] 

VRAP benefits 
paid directly 

Q: / have applied for the Veterans 
Retraining Assistance Program 
(VRAP). If I am approved, how 
much does VRAP pay, and will VA 
pay my tuition and fees? 

A: You may receive up to 12 months of assistance equal to 
the monthly full-time payment rated under the 
Montgomery Gl Bill-Active Duty (MGIB-AD) program, or 
$1,473 per month. The benefit will be paid directly to you, 
and you are responsible for paying your expenses, 
including tuition, fees and books. VA will issue payments 
at the start of each month for training pursued in the 
previous month. For example, payments will be issued at 
the beginning of August for training pursued in July. 

Valerie Heffner, a member of American Legion Post 27 in 
Arizona, is a past vice president of the National Association of 
Veterans' Program Administrators, askvalerie@legion.org 



[MEMBERSHIP] 

Legion's online renewals 
hugely popular in first year 

In 2011, The American Legion began a new era of member 
engagement and outreach by introducing online renewals. 
More than 145,000 renewed their memberships online, and 
an estimated 180,000 online renewals are expected during 
the current membership year, which began July 1. 

Renewing your Legion membership online is quick and 
easy. Using a credit card, you can pay dues immediately and 
get a printable temporary membership card that you can 
use until your post issues you a regular card. 

The Legion places a high priority on online security. 
Personal information for membership renewal or any other 
transaction at Legion.org is kept safe. 

Go to www.register.legion.org and update your contact 
information. By entering your your email address, you can 
stay connected to Legion news, programs and events. Even 
nonmembers are welcome to register email addresses to 
stay in touch. 

® www.legion.org/renew 
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"ONPOINT 
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J/ETERANS& BUSINESS 



[ECONOMICS] 

Certify for federal contracts 

Certifying as a veteran-owned 
small business (VOSB) or a service- 
disabled veteran-owned small 
business (SDVOSB) is only important 
if you are interested in selling to the 
government at either the federal or 
local level. Some states include 
veteran-owned businesses in their 
procurement-diversity outreach 
programs. The federal government 
recognizes veteran business 
ownership in the Small Business Act, and some federal 
agencies expand upon the minimum federal-procurement 
goals by seeking out VOSBs and SDVOSBs to contract with 
on their own. 

The federal contracting goal for the small business 
community is 23 percent, and the goal for SDVOSBs is 3 
percent. The Department of Veterans Affairs has a separate 
law directing a much more aggressive VOSB and SDVOSB 
contracting program, at 12 percent for VOSBs and 10 percent 
for SDVOSBs. In fiscal 2011, VA reported that it had 
accomplished 20.5 percent with VOSBs, of which 18.3 
percent was spent with SDVOSBs. 

To qualify as a VOSB or SDVOSB at the federal level, your 
company must be at least 51-percent owned and operated 
by a veteran or veterans, or a veteran or group of veterans 
with a VA- or DoD-recognized service-connected disability. 

According to the Small Business Act, VOSB and SDVOSB 
certification requirements for the federal contracting 
program are self-certification, except for VA. Veterans only 
have to produce evidence of a VOSB or SDVOSB status if 
asked to prove that they qualify for the status. 

Based on a law passed in 2006, veterans who wish to 
certify as VOSBs or SDVOSBs for the purpose of selling to VA 
must certify through VA's proprietary certification process, 
which is administered through the Center for Veterans 
Enterprise (CVE). This process is far more intensive and 
requires much more paperwork than does self-certification, 
as VA seeks to address any and all possible scenarios that 
might challenge the ultimate ownership and control by the 
veteran business owner. 

Louis CelliJr. is CEO of the Northeast Veterans Business Resource 
Center Send questions for "On Point" to lcelli@nevbrc.org. 



[CONVENTION] 



[MEMBERSHIP] 



NEW POSTS 



Silver Lakes Post 855, Helendale, Calif. Chartered June 7 
(15 members) 



Elzie E. Lynch Post 334, Tidioute, Pa. Chartered May 25 
(19 members) 



Leyte Post 625, San Diego Chartered May 23 (15 members) 




Photo courtesy of Michael Peterson 



Michael Peterson to sign CDs, 
DVDs at convention booth 

Country-music singer and longtime American Legion 
supporter Michael Peterson will continue his string of 
appearances at the Legion's national convention this month. 

The Grammy-nominated musician will sign copies of his 
DVDs and CDs at the AC&Y/Legacy Scholarship booth during 
the 94th National Convention in Indianapolis. As spokesman 
for the Legion's Legacy Scholarship Fund, which gives 
children of military personnel who died on active duty on or 
after 9/11 the opportunity to attend college, Peterson is a 
friend to U.S. servicemembers, veterans and their families. 

The AC&Y/Legacy Scholarship booth will be open in the 
Exhibit Hall from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Aug. 24-27, and from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m Aug. 28. 

Known for country chart-toppers such as "Drink, Swear, 
Steal & Lie" and "From Here to Eternity," Peterson has 
performed around the world for over a decade, frequently 
traveling overseas to entertain the U.S. military. In addition 
to his work for the Legacy Scholarship Fund, Peterson is a 
featured speaker for the "TAG! You're It" high school 
assembly program. He received the Legion's National 
Education Award in 2011. 

Peterson is also scheduled to perform at the National 
Commander's Banquet on Aug. 28. Tickets are $45; those 
interested in attending should contact their department 
adjutant. 

Some of Peterson's releases are available through Emblem 
Sales for $10 each, including the CD "You Could Hear a Pin 
Drop," the DVD "It's Who We Are" and the DVD "He Ain't 
Heavy." A percentage of sales will go to the Legacy 
Scholarship Fund. 

Order a Michael Peterson CD or DVD at Emblem Sales 
online: 

® www.legion.org/emblemsales, search "Peterson" 
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Technology Simplified 



WOW. . . A Computer Designed For YOU, 
Not Your Grandchildren! 



It's easy to read. It's easy to see. It's even easier to understand and use! 

lust plug it in!!! 




Simple 
navigation, 
so you never 

get lost'. 



Have you ever said to yourself "I'd love to 
get a computer, if only I could figure out 
how to use it." Well, you're not alone. 
Computers were supposed to make our 
lives simpler, but they've gotten so 
complicated that they are not worth the 
trouble. With all of the "pointing and 
clicking" and "dragging and dropping" 
you're lucky if you can figure out where 
you are. Plus, you are constantly 
worrying about viruses, spam 
and freeze-ups. If this sounds 
familiar, we have great news for 
you. There is finally a computer 
that's designed for simplicity 
and ease of use. It's the WOW 
Computer, and it was designed 
with you in mind. 

This computer is easy-to-use, 
worry- free and literally puts the 
world at your fingertips. From 
the moment you open the 
box, you'll realize how different 
the WOW Computer is. The 
components are all connected; all you 
do is plug it into an outlet and your 
high-speed Internet connection. Then 



you'll see the screen. This is a 
completely new touch screen 
system, without the cluttered look of the 
normal computer screen. The "buttons" on 
the screen are easy to see and easy to 
understand. All you do is touch one of 
them, from the Web, E-mail, Calendar to 
Games- you name it... and a new screen 
opens up. It's so easy to use you won't 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ have to ask 
your children or 
grandchildren 
for help. 

Until now 
the very people 
who could ben- 
efit most from 
E-mail, and the 
Internet are the 
ones that have 
had the hardest 
time accessing 
it. Now, thanks 
to the WOW 



I just wanted to tell firstSTREET 
that I am having a great time on 
my WOW Computer. I am learning 
something new everyday. I am 79 
years old and cannot believe that 
I am typing and sending e-mails to 
all my friends now. My daughter 
and granddaughter are so excited 
now that I have a computer. They 
use computers on their jobs everyday, 
but they cannot believe what you can 
do on this computer. It is wonderful... 
Thanks. 

- johnnie E., Ellijay, Ga 



part? Call now, and a patient, knowledge- 
able product expert will tell you how you : 
can try it in your home for 30 days. If you = 
are not totally satisfied, simply return it 
within 30 days for a refund of the product - 
purchase price. Call today. 



WOWl 



m purer 



Computer, countless older Americans are 
discovering the wonderful world of the 
Internet every day. Isn't it time you took 



Call now and find out how to get 
your own WOW Computer! 

Please mention promotional code 44786. 

1-877-708-2726 

jkstSIREET 

for Boomerii and Beyond® 



1998 Ruffin Mill Road 
"Colonial Heights, VA 23834 



.."surf" the internet ,,,send and receive e-mails, and video chat ...play games online 

Get current weather & news. Keep up with family and friends. hundreds to choose from! 



How to submit a reunion 

I The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion noticesfor veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions. The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 



Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: "In 
Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 



memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 



AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

1st Cbt Eval Grp, Bossier City, LA, 10/14-18, 
Emerson McAfee, (859) 986-4362, emcafee@ 
windstream.net; 5th AAF 43rd Bomb Grp (H) 
- 63rd, 64th, 65th 8l 403rd Sqdns, Dayton- 
Fairborn, OH, 10/24-28, R.R. Richardson, (910) 
686-2128, rrrair77@aol.com; 39th Ftr Sqdn Assn, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 10/10-14, Linne Haddock, 
(719) 687-6425, lhaddock@mac.com; 90th Strat 
Recon Wing, Nashville, TN, 9/14-17, Chuck Hale, 
(785) 760-3253, chucknhale@gmail.com; 320th 
SRS, Nashville, TN, 9/14-18, Chuck Hale, (785) 
865-5794, chucknhale@gmail.com; 464th Bomb 
Group 15th AF (Italy), Dearborn, Ml, 9/6-9, 
George Krynovich, (303) 366-0649, gkrynovi@ 
aol.com; 501st Tact Cont Grp Assn - 501st HQ & 
HQ Sqdn, 807th Tact Cont Sqdn, 601st, 602nd, 
603rd, 604th, 61 5th & 61 6th ACW Sqdns, 943rd 
Fwd Air Cont Sqdn, 555th Sig Aircraft Warning 
Bn, Rapid City, SD, 9/10-13, Ron Anderson, (701) 
293-5473, halron117@aol.com; Burtonwood 
Assn, Destin, FL, 10/23-27, Frank Monaco, (843) 
571-2822, fmfdm011@bellsouth.net; Flying 
School Class 50-E, Falmouth, MA, 9/9-14, Donald 
Post, (508) 539-7995, donpost1230@juno.com; 
Vietnam Security Police Assn, Eglin AFB, FL, 
10/3-7, Dennis Evans, (866) 672-6533, dennise- 
evans@aol.com 

ARMY 

2nd Inf Div Assn, Reno, NV, 8/23-27, Bob Haynes, 
(224) 225-1202, 2idahq@comcast.net; 2nd Sqn 
1st Cav Rgt, Gettysburg, PA, 8/1 6-1 9, Tom Fey, 
(303) 619-7571, tomefey@gmail.com; 4th Bn 
9th Inf Rgt 25th Inf Div, Portland, OR, 9/12-16, 
Sal Cannizzaro, (914) 738-8217, sal.cannizzaro@ 
gmail.com; 7th Armd Div Assn, Chicago, 
9/19-23, Cheryl Higley, (860) 678-1018, cmhig58@ 
sbcglobal.net; 7th Cav Korean War Vets (1950- 
1951), Reno, NV, 8/27-30, Richard Mitchell, (866) 
722-8598, rjmitchell3@hotmail.com; 11th Eng Bn 
Assn, Pigeon Forge, TN, 9/27-1 0/1 , Jeff Corker, 
(256) 426-3972, corkerfamily@sysmatrix.net; 30th 
FA Bn '"Erlangen Bunch," Greenville, SC, 9/6-9, 
Robert Jewett, (864) 494-7049; 76th ASA Special 
Ops Unit, Washington, 10/24-28, Allan Rubin, 
(248) 676-2221, amrubin@comcast.net; 82nd 
Cbt Eng, Memphis, TN, 10/11-13, Gordan "Dan" 
Hafeman, (830) 660-1444, hafemand@msn.com; 
461st Ord Ammo Co (1950-1952), Richfield, MN, 
10/6-7, Dick Anderson, (989) 739-2172, reabaa@ 
charter.net; 712th Transportation Railway 
Operators Bn, Indianapolis, 9/11-13, Jim Werner, 
(812) 550-3138, jimwerner73@insightbb.com; 
MARS Task Force Mtn Arty Assn, Fayetteville, 
NC, 9/13-16, Connie Ness, (919) 870-6161, 
connieness@militarymemoirs.net; Vets of Battle 
of the Bulge, New Orleans, 9/26-30, Tracey Diehl, 
(703) 528-4058, tracey@battleofthebulge.org 



JOINT 

Escort Carrier (CVE) Sailors & Airmen Assn, 

Tucson, AZ, 10/27-31, George Manik, (732) 269- 
0866, barbaramanik@verizon.net; Willces Barre 
CL 103, Chantilly, VA, 10/11-14, Bob DiDonno, 
(860) 690-9215, bdidonno@aol.com 

MARINES 

1st Bn 7th Mar H & S Co (Camp Sukiran, 
Okinawa, Apr 1 960-May 1 961 ), Denver, 9/24-29, 
John Ward, (412) 371-3639, jtwardmarine@yahoo. 
com; 2nd Topo Co FMF, Stafford, VA, 10/14-15, 
James Martin, (781) 572-7924, jimtrees@aol. 
com; 3rd 155/175mm Gun Btry (SP), San Diego, 
9/13-16, Ron Dickson, (951) 371-4479, rond201@ 
charter.net; 3rd Mar Div TX Chpt, New Braunfels, 
TX, 10/4-7, Mike Sohn, (210) 654-3310, jumient2@ 
hotmail.com; Delta 1/7 (Vietnam, 1965-1970), 
San Diego, 9/20-23, George Schneider, (931) 265- 
9590, gjschneider2@gmail.com; John Basilone 
Honor Pit 251 (July-Oct 1962), Raritan, NJ, 9/23, 
Dwight Lang, (281) 282-9208, dwight_t_lang@ 
yahoo.com; Officer Basic Sch Class TBD 4-67, 
Quantico,VA, 10/10-13, Gerard Smith, (703) 
441-9001, gtsmith2011@hotmail.com; VMF-124, 
VMF-155, VMF-213, VMA-124, Memphis, TN, 
9/14-15, David Hallin, (901) 747-3018, davidhallin@ 
earthlink.net 

NAVY 



American Assn of Navy Hosp Corpsmen, 

San Antonio, TX, 9/19-23, Awtrey Peace, (850) 
626-1125, pawtrey78@yahoo.com; >ly/M^/n FF/ 
DE 1081, New Orleans, LA, 9/21-23, Glenn 
Hunsberger, (252) 264-4882, glenn_hunsberger@ 
yahoo.com; Basilone DDE/DD 824, Newport, Rl, 
10/19-22, Jack Richie, (401) 835-1821, jrichie24@ 
gmail.com; Cowell DD 547, Branson, MO, 10/6-8, 
Larry Salley, (864) 268-3365, Isalley3@charter. 
net; Current ARS 22, Branson, MO, 9/6-9, Jerry 
Spickler, (317) 908-6886, brickletter@yahoo.com; 
Delta AR 9, Grapevine, TX, 9/16-23, Ron Ihsen, 
(480) 946-0863, rihsen@aol.com; £c/so// Class 
Vets Assn, Galveston, TX, 11/9-11, Mac Christy, 
(785) 255-4368, machief@hughes.net; fnoree 
AO/TAO 69, Austin, TX, 10/1-5, Gaye Schooler, 
(336) 751-2777, sas1979@yadtel.net; Enterprise 
CVAN/CVN 65, Galveston, TX, 10/17-20, Charles 
Teller, (409) 986-7359, islandspirit@comcast.net; 
Farragut Naval Tng Stn (WWII), Farragut, ID, 
9/8, Elizabeth Spooner, (281) 589-7901; 
Haleakala JKE 25, Des Moines, lA, 10/17-20, Tom 
Carrigan, (712) 852-2425, tomandrox@media- 
combb.net; Hamner DD 718, Orlando, FL, 10/4-7, 
Patty Keys, (301) 262-5516, patty216@gmail. 
com; Harry E. Yarnell DLG/CG 17, Tampa Bay, 
FL, 11/9-11, Glenn Hunsberger, (757) 287-5429, 
glenn_hunsberger@yahoo.com; Holder DD/DDE 
819 & DDE 401, Branson, MO, 9/29-10/3, James 
de Barrios, (831) 458-9062, ussholder_dde819@ 



hotmail.com; Laffey DD 724, Charleston, SC, 
9/23-26, Jill Michel, (856) 423-4263, jill.michel@ 
comcast.net; Manchester CL 83, San Antonio, 
9/16-20, Lewis Devore, (210) 649-2883, bjs@satx. 
rr.com; yWe/Wn DD 680, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/16- 
20, Wes Hunt, (757) 923-5906; Mount McKinley 
AGC/LGC 7 (1944-1970), Annapolis, MD, 
9/12-16, Lee Temanson, (763) 425-6315, lateman@ 
comcast.net; NMCB 62 & Edzell, Scotland, 
Seabees, Gulfport, MS, 10/9-12, Norm Hahn, (715) 
834-4780, normhahnjr@yahoo.com; Piedmont 
AD 17, Omaha, NE, 9/26-30, Ruth Geraghty, (201) 
339-5155, rwgeraghty@verizon.net; Prichett DD 
561, Mobile, AL, 9/17-23, Don Calvin, (217) 455- 
3167, ramona@adams.net; Rainier JKE 5, Reno, NV, 
10/1-5, Stan Stuckey, (530) 477-9020, sstuckey@ 
hughes.net; Sabine AO 25, Denver, 9/13-14, John 
Clancy, (513) 731-5463; Salem CA 139, Norfolk, 
VA, 9/20-23, Eileen Daniels, (352) 326-5377, 
bedaniels53@aol.com; Saratoga CV 3 & CV/CVA 
60, Nashville, TN, 10/4-7, Harvey Hirsch, (252) 
473-5837; Seattle AOE 3, New Orleans, 9/7-9, Vic 
Hellberg, (641) 752-6882, plankowner4@gmail. 
com; Shelton DD 790, Nashville, TN, 9/14-16, Ron 
Kunkel, (406) 277-4445, kunkel_330@yahoo.com; 
Southerland DD 743, Mobile, AL, 9/18-21, John 
Jones, (402) 431-1 661 , jearlj@cox.net; VU-5B 
(Naha, Okinawa), Pensacola, FL, 9/13-16, Benny 
"B.J." Clark, (912) 653-4958, chiefcat@g-net.net; 
Witek DD/EDD 848, Buffalo, NY, 9/23-27, John 
Noonan, (570) 427-4652, countryy@verizon.net 



IN SEARCH OF 

12th Avn Co (Detached), 19th Avn Bn 
(Fort Richardson, AK, Feb 1964-May 1966), 

Larry Lemons, (907) 401-0134, larrylemons45@ 

craigcabletv.net 
49th Ftr Sqdn Assn (1941-2012), John Jannazo, 

(850) 974-4459, jannazo@aol.com 
86th Black Hawk Inf Div Org (Europe & 

Philippines, 1942-1946), Bob Bookbinder, 

(954) 974-3511, carconed@aol.com 
97th Inf Div (WWII), Norman Mathis, (931) 

232-6325 

247th FA Msl Bn HQ Btry (Fort Bliss, TX, 

1953-1954), Doug Lundberg, (515) 332-2797, 

pdlundberg@hotmail.com 
503rd MP B Co (Viareggio, Italy, 1946-1947), 

George Jacobs, (205) 375-2714 
525th Ord Co Assembly Pit (Siegelsbach, West 

Germany, 1965-1967), Raymond Ides, (217) 

352-1917, ettubrute131@yahoo.com 
735th MP Bn (143 Provost Marshal, North 

Africa, 1943), Charles Mate, (770) 228-2995 
817th Supply Sqdn (RameyAFB, Puerto 

Rico, Sept 1967-Aug 1969), Lancelot "Tiny" 

Morrison, (240) 676-8406 
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS 

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 



LIFETIME WARRANTY 

ON ALL HAND TOOLS! 



FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU! 

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 
quality tools at such ridiculously low 
prices? We buy direct from the factories 
who also supply the major brands and 
sell direct to you. It's just that simple! 
See for yourself at one of our 400 
Stores Nationwide and use this 20% Off 
Coupon on one of our 7,000 products*, 
plus pick up a Free 7 Function Digital 
Multimeter, a $9.99 value. We stock 
Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, Tarps, 
Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 
Boxes, Generators, and much more. 

• Over 20 Million Satisfied Customers! 

• 1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee 

• No Hassle Return Policy! 

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Nobody Beats Our Quality, 
Service and Price! 




mm 



WITH MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $9.99 



Ervj^EO— I. 

7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 
MULTIMETER 

REG. PRICE $9.99 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Only available with qualifying minimum purchase (excludes 
gift value). Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Offer good while supplies 
last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Original coupon must be 
presented. Non-transferable. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

llllllllliilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 
CHARGER 

LOT NO. 42292/ 
69594/69955 

REG. 
PRICE 
$12.99 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii|ii;iiHi|ii 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable, 
"" ninal coupon must b e presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

3/8" VARIABLES^ 




HARBOR FREIGHTTOOLS - LIMIT 1 Save 20% on any one item purchased at our store. 'Cannot be used 
with other discount, coupon, gitt cards. Inside Track Club membership, phone or online orders, extended 
service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool storage or carts, welders, floor 
jacks, Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid 
on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

llllllllllllljlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 




$499. 




HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 9 




Item 
46807 
shown 



12" RATCHET 
BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

PITTSBURGH 



LOT NO. 46807/ 
68975/69221/69222 




^ 7 FT. 4" X 9 FT 6" 

ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 
RESISTANT TARP 

LOT NO. 877/69137/69249/69129 
REG. PRICE $6.99 

„.„»„„™™.™o..,». iliil! 1 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



Imaster 



REVERSIBLE DRILL 



SAVE 
63% 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIilllllllllllllllllllll 



$199 



HARBOR FREIGHTTOOLS- LIMITS REG. PRICE $5.49 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 




RECIPROCATING SAW 
WITH ROTATING HANDLE 



LOT NO. 3670 

$1299 

REG. PRICE $24.99 

llllllilllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllll 




MECHANIC'S 
GLOVES 

LARGE 

LOT NO. 93640 

X-LARGE 

LOT NO. 93641 



YOUR 
CHOICE! 



sm 

48% 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



$399 

REG. PRICE $7.99 

1lllll;lllllJIIIJll|llllllllllll1lllllllllll 



Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 




sm 

28% 



$1999 



lllllllllllllllfillllllllllllllllllllllllllllli 



REG. 
PRICE 
$39.99 



sm 

50% 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



junker Hill Security' 

36 LED SOLAR 
SECURITY LIGHT 

LOT NO. 98085/ 
69644/ 




Includes 1 .2 volt, 600nnAh/6 volt NiCd 
rechargeable battery pack. 

iii-iiin'iiii|ii|:ii|[;!iiiiiilljii 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



$1799 

REG. PRICE $24.99 




3200 RATED WATTS/ 
^auiBT! 4000 MAX. WATTS 
PORTABLE GENERATORS 
(212 CC) 

LOT NO. 68528/ 
67560/69729/69676 



PREDATOR 





TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER 
HITCH 

LOT NO. 
94141/ 
69874 

e. sm 

94141 ceo/ 
shown UU 10 

$^999 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 REG. PRICE $44.99 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



liiiiiiiniiiiiiiiniiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiii 



LOT NO. 
68527/69728/69675, 
CALIFORNIA ONLY 

REG. 
PRICE 
$449.99 



$28999 



• 70 dB Noise Level 

Item 68528 shown 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



iiiiiiiiiiiii!iii"'|i'ni"''iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 



580 LB. 
CAPACITY 
FOUR DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

\m US^GENERAL 

>730 LOT NO. 95659 



$99 



99 



REG. 
PRICE 
$229.99 

iilliiililliilillipililiiilliiiilliillli 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies lasL Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 





PITTSBURGH^m 



WEIGHS 
74 LBS. 




RAPID PUMP' 
3 TON 

HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

$RQ99 

^Q«l lllilllllllllillllllNlllllllllillll 

REG. PRICE $139.99 harbor freight tools -limit 4 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipL Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/14/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



400 Stores Nationwide 



Order Online at HarborFreight.com and We'll Ship Your Order FedEx. 



LEGION SHOPPER 



3523 ASU MP (Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, 

AL, July 1951-June 1952), Robert Panter, 

(931) 649-5191, robertpanter@live.com 
B Co 25th Med Bn 25th Inf DIv (Schofield 

Barracks, HI, 1977-1979), Daniel Sorenson, 

(701)936-1642 
C Btry 5th Bn 59th ADA (Biggs Field, Fort 

Bliss, TX, 1972-1974), Kelly Duarte, (843) 

669-8057, duarte_k@yahoo.com 
C Trp 1st Sqdn 4th Cav 1st Inf Div (Lai Khe & 

An Khe, Vietnam, Dec 1969-March 1970), 

Rich Garling, (706) 754-2286, mpalme6@ 

excite.com 
CBMU 614 (Saipan, 1944-1946), Bill "Tex" 

Pokluda, (817) 626-0726 
Co 85 (Bainbridge NTC, Feb-Apr 1956), 

Robert Davis, (856) 562-1075 
D Co 1st Med Bn, 1st Mar Div FMF (Tientsin, 

China, Dec 1945-July 1946), Alvin Reece, 

(419) 589-2916 
George AFB, CA, Baseball Team (1953), Lyie 

Brown, (605) 472-3015, lcbwspink@yahoo. 

com 

Inf OCS 52nd Co (Oct 1960), Robert 
Davenport, (619) 287-2340, r.davenport@ 
cox.net 

Iron County LST 840 (1957-1958), Agustin 
Estrada, (575) 887-3109, guss131@hotmail. 
com 

Naval Stn Crash Crew (Argentia, 

Newfoundland, 1952-1953), Stanley 

Frederick, (641)322-4476 
NOB 3149 Base Dispensary Hosp (Guiuan, 

Samar, Philippines, 1944-1945), Raymond 

Miller, (570) 385-1184 
Signal Corps, Southern European Task Force 

(Vicenza, Italy, 1968), Melvin Maitland, 

(912) 659-0611 
USCG Base Gloucester City, NJ (1972- 

1976), Ernest Hebert, (609) 618-8965, 

erniebotti 1 1 @yahoo.com 

TAPS 

William L. Brown, Dept. of New York. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1990-1991, Nat"l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1978-1982, Nat"l Trophies, 
Awards & Ceremonials Cmte. Nat"l Cmdr. Rep. 
1982-1991, Nat"l Americanism Cmsn. Memb. 
1991-1995, Nat"l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1993- 



1995, Nat"l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. 

Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1994-1995, Nat"l Exec. 

Cmte. Memb. 1995-1997, Nat"l Legis. Cmsn. 

Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1995-1997 and Nat"l 

Aerospace Cmte. Memb. 1997-2012. 
Donald T. Clarke, Dept. of South Dakota. 

Dept. Cmdr. 1974-1975, Nat"l Aerospace Cmte. 

Consultant 1975-1977, Nat"l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 

Memb. 1977-1981, Nat"l & Homeland Sec. 

Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1979-1981 and 2007-2011, 

Nat"l Legis. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1981- 

1987, Nat"l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1981-1995, 

Nat"l Foreign Relations Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 

Chmn. 1987-1995, Nat"l Resolutions Subcmte. 

Memb. 1988-1990, Nat"l Subcmte. On Cmtes. 

Memb. 1990-1995, Nat"l Sec. Cmsn. Memb. 

1995-1996, Nat"l Sec. Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1996- 

2007 and Nat"l Distinguished Guests Cmte. 

Vice Chmn. 2011-2012. 
Robert J. Hauck, Dept. of Idaho. Nat l Foreign 

Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2005-2006. 
W. Allen Kelley, Dept. of Florida. Nat l 

Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. 1958-1961, 

Nat"l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 

1980-1982, Nat"l Cemetery Cmte. Consultant 

1982-2012, and Nat"l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1987- 

1990, 1993-1994, 1999-2000 and 2001-2012. 
Arthur H. Maggy, Dept of New York. Nat l & 

Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1996-2012. 
Robert McDaniel, Dept. of Kentucky. 

Nat"l Constitution & Bylaws Cmte. Conslt. 

2007-2012. 

James E. Parker, Dept. of Colorado. Dept. 

Cmdr. 1981-1982, Nat"l Aerospace Cmte. 

Conslt. 1972-1973, Nat"l & Homeland Sec. 

Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1980-2003 and 2006-2007, 

Nat"l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 

2004-2005 and Nat"l Sgt.-at-Arms 2005-2006. 
James A. Umble Jr., Dept. of Maine. Nat l 

Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1998- 

1999 and 2001-2002, and Nat"l & Homeland 

Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2002-2003. 
William G. Volenick, Dept. of Maryland. Nat l 

& Homeland Sec. Cncl. 2010-2012. 
Leonard B. Zimmerman, Dept. of Michigan. 

Nat"l Veterans Preference Cmte. Memb. 1971- 

1985, Nat"l Legis. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1975-1990 

and 1993-1994, and Nat"l Conv. Cmsn. Memb. 

1985-2011. 




LIKE 

THE LEGION 



The American Legion's family of Facebook pages 
keeps Legionnaires and their friends connected 
and informed about the organization. Find your 
favorites from our online portal and follow us. 



WWW.LEGI0N.ORG/FACEB00K 




Exclusive ^ 

Savings for ^ 
Legion Families! { 


5 • 

r »^ 


Call for FREE estimate & 


qualify for Legion discounts! 


northAmerican. 


.800.524.5533 


info@movingnavl.coin 1 


800.871.8864 


info@movingallied.com J 


http://legion.myhomebenefits.com to learn more! 



PROSTATE ISSUES? 



ProstorijT 

dual-action prostate formula 
America 'd premium prostate StippLment 

Contains More Clinically Studied Ingredients 
For Prostate Health Than The Leading Brand. 

FREE BOTTLE OFFER! 

Terms & Conditions Apply. Just Pay S&P. 

1-800-909-4435 

www.prostorix.com 



Prostorix: 



• HAT PINS 

u 
z 
o 

I 



MEDALS • 

> 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



LEVITRA Cialis 



WE SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 

See website for details 



HABLAMOS ESPANOL 



VIAMEDK 



SAFE • SECURE • DISCREET 



viamedic.com/troops 

800.547.9942 

ORDER ONLINE, BY PHONE OR MOBILE DEVICE! 
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Earn $25-$100 Per Hour 



Expand your profitability witli 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating 
customized buttons for customers. 
Buttons cost less than 19$ to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
OnlyS&^$29.95, receive 
everything you need to JSf£^ 
make your first ten j^'^ 
27;' buttons. Request your 
FREE catalog or order today! 

www.baclgeaminit.com 

Badge-A-Minit" 

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL812, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348 




HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL 61 126 
Visit our Website at www.lloycHiearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE INWA. 




2_Seater 



10% Tax 
• Credit 




www.palmerind.com^ 

Now, One hand operated 
Unlimited range hybrid electrics 
Free Brochure 800 847 1304 

ykcM Palmer Industries <v.,^(>e 
V^V}SN P O Box 5707 AST T^-j^ 

Endicott NY 13763 
Small scooters, Pedal/Electrics, 
^^Electn^HuMCit^oj^^^ike^ 




STRONGER 
THAN 



Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription! 
(12 pills) - 100mg $49.95 
(24 pills) - 100mg $89.95 
(36 pills) - 100mg $129.95 
* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging 
* Money Back Guarantee 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

1-866-611-6891 

Or Send Check or M.O. To: 
P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703 

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc 



TOLL FREE 
Order Line 



order online www.pillmedica.com 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 




SIZES 5-20 

200 styles 
FREE catalog 

HITCHCOCK SHOES, mC. 

Dept 5P HIngham, MA 02043 
1-800-992-WIDE www.wideshoes.cdm 



U.S, MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



?FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-ae4-50&2 I 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
1D550 CO RD 61, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 
I WEB SITE; www,MmtaryVotsPX.< 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 




Commemorative Urns & Plaques 

U.S. Patent Pending | (701) 751.3975 
www.honorablememories.com 



1^ 



lufactured with Wilsonart 1/2-inch 100% acrylic solid surfac 



Wilsonarr Solid Surface 



1 



iDomlnlcan 
Handmades 

D^lkll IC Humidor and 
DUN U 9 Torch Lighter 




Call: 1-800-881-8737 

for additional offer details 
www.thompsonspecials.com 

You must be 21 years of age order, 
one order per customer. 



DIGITAL HEARING 


SALE 


5 year COOfl 95 Any size 

warranty P003 or style 

FREE Telephone Hearing Test 
FREE Consultation with Technician 
FREE TRIAL « FREE S&H 


NEW! 
OPEN FIT 
TECHNOLOGY 

Most Brands 

Repairs $77se 


Hearing ONE • 1-800-249-4163 

100 Main St., Marty, SD 57361 
NOT AVAILABLE IN WA 




The Best 2-Week, 4-lsland Vacation Available 
A t The Most Affordable Price! 



HAWAII 



15 Days from $1768^ 
Weekly Departures 

Spend 5 nights in Waikiki Beach (Honolulu) on Oahu; 
3 nights on Kauai; 2 on Maui; 1 night in Hilo and 3 in 
Kona, on Hawaii ("the-big-island"). Includes escorted 
sightseeing on each island, nice first class hotels, 
hotel transfers, baggage handling, inter-island flights, 
Polynesian tour director and taxes. We spedalize in Hawaii 
and have had our own office in Honolulu since 1967! 



*Price per person, based on double occup. Airfare is extra. 



vacations 

It's time to travel 



For details & itinerary call 
7 days a week: 

1-800-736-7300 
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PARTING SHOTS 



People are always available for work in the past tense. 

A SPORTSMAN just off the lake went into 
a fishmonger's shop and told the owner, 
"I'd like some fish to take home with me. 
Can you make them look like they were 
caught today?" 

"How many?" the owner asked. 

"Three or four - perch, let's say. You 
know, a decent amount, without seeming 
to exaggerate." 

"You should take trout instead." 

"Why is that?" 

"No reason, really, except that your 
wife was here this morning and said 
that if you came by, I should recommend 
trout. It's her favorite." 



A LITTLE BOY and a girl were talking on the 
school playground. 

"My dad's an accountant," the boy bragged. 
"What does your dad do?" 

"Actually, he's a really important politician," the 
girl replied. 

"Honest?" the impressed boy asked. 

"I didn't say that." 

A LITERATURE PROFESSOR dreaded his Tuesday 
class, which was filled with some of the densest 
students he'd ever encountered. One morning, he 
spent a painful hour explaining figures of speech. 
When he asked if anyone had questions, there was 
a long silence before a young man in the back 
raised his hand. 

"Could you put it in a nutshell for me?" he asked. 

Feeling frustration rising in him, the professor 
retorted, "Just get it into your brain. Then it'll be 
in a nutshell." 




"OK, now imagine the excitement if 1 were 45 pounds lighter. 






"You'll have to ask your smartphone." 

A YOUNG COUPLE had been dating off and on 
for years, and the man finally proposed. 

"I knew this would happen," the woman said to 
herself. "What do I do now?" 

"Well, will you marry me?" he repeated. 

"I'm sorry," she answered, "but I just can't." 

"Why? Is there someone else?" 

"Oh, there's just got to be!" 

A PRIVATE stood before the unit's commanding 
officer for a recent offense. 

"It's your choice, private," the officer said. "One 
month's restriction or 20 days' pay." 

"I'll take the money, sir." 

"NEW PREDICTIONS out today claim 42 percent 
of Americans will be obese by the year 2030. 
They say the only way to stop that is for the 
government to step in. Oh yeah, when it comes to 
trimming the fat and tightening your belt, what 
better way than the U.S. government?" - Jay Leno 
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Asbestos 
^jCancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




"Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 
Jonathan David* 
2202 Timberloch Place, #200 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotlieliomaweb.org 
www.mesotlieliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



A 




Our Most Innovative 
Fit-Forever" Waistband 
yet — STEALTHl 

These polyester twills give you 
the handsome look of denim, 
but now with a little extra stretch 
comfort in all directions! Easy 
snap closure, 2 front pockets, 
2 back pockets, coin pocket, 
and back yoke. A center back 
loop helps your belt stay put. 
They wash and dry without a 
worry, fade or wrinkle! 
Order right now! 




Grey 
Heather 



T» Stretch-Twill 

r JEAIMS 19 



2 for 39.98 3 for 56.97 



per pair 
when you 
buy 2 

4 for 73.95 



FOR MAXIMUM 
COMFORT, ORDER 
YOUR USUAL 
WAIST SIZE! 

Waist: 32 34 
36 38 40 42 44 
*Big Men 

($5.50 more per pair): 
46 48 50 52 54 



Inseams: 
XS(25-26) 8(27-28) 
M(29-30) L(31-32) 



Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 

Send jeans. I enclose $ purchase 

price plus $^:^ toward shipping. inGAadd sales tax. 
FREE Shipping! Imported 



© 7A6-0602F 


WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


m BLACK 








El GREYHEATHERl 








[5H NAVY 








^ MEDIUM BLUE 








m BLUE HEATHER/ 
ii CELL PHONE PKT 









□ Haband DVisa DMasterCard □ Discover® Network DAmEx DCheck 

Card # Exp.: I 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address Apt. # 

City & State 

Phone/Email 



.Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or FuII Refund of merchandise purchase price. 



When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it 
electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we receive 
your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution. 



For Faster Service Call: 1-800-543-4810 or Go Online: www, ^^^^com/bestdeals 



